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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.  (Chairman) . 
The  Mayor  (Councillor  Lady  K.  M.  D.  Atkins,  j.p.). 
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Alderman  W.  Sharpe. 
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Councillor  C.  H.  Built. 

Councillor  F.  Bullock,  j.p. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  A.  Cadbury. 

Councillor  V.  Collett. 

Councillor  W.  G.  Day,  j.p. 

Councillor  T.  Duckworth. 

Councillor  A.  E.  Looker. 

Councillor  W.  Meirion  Lloyd. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Ogilvy,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  V.  Pugh. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  F.  Sanders. 

Councillor  F.  L.  Spalding,  f.r.c.s.,  m.d. 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 

Councillor  G.  E.  Wells. 

Councillor  A.  H.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 
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HOSPITAL,  DAIRY,  ETC.,  AND  PUBLIC  SLAUGHTER 

HOUSES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.  (Chairman) 
Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  Mrs.  C.  S.  Buckle. 

Councillor  C.  H.  Built. 

Councillor  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Ogilvy,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  F.  L.  Spalding,  f.r.c.s.,  m.d. 


ACCOUNTS  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.  (Chairman) 
Councillor  V.  Collett. 

Councillor  W.  G.  Day,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 


HEALTH  (HOUSING)  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.  (Chairman) 
The  Mayor  (Councillor  Lady  K.  M.  D.  Atkins,  j.p.) 
Councillor  T.  Duckworth. 

Councillor  A.  E.  Looker. 

Councillor  W.  Meirion  Lloyd. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O'Brien. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  V.  Pugh. 

Councillor  F.  L.  Spalding,  f.r.c.s.,  m.d. 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 

Councillor  G.  E.  Wells. 

Councillor  A.  H.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 
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PROPERTY  INSPECTION  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.  (Chairman) . 
Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  Mrs.  C.  S.  Buckle. 

Councillor  W.  Meirion  Lloyd. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Ogilvy,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  V.  Pugh. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 

Councillor  G.  E.  Wells. 

HEALTH  (INFIRMARY)  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor  W.  E.  Moore  Ede,  b.a.,  m.d.  (Chairman). 
The  Mayor  (Councillor  Lady  K.  M.  D.  Atkins,  j.p.). 
Alderman  R.  R.  Fairbairn,  j.p. 

Councillor  W.  G.  Day,  j.p. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Ogilvy,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 
Councillor  W.  H.  Probert. 

Councillor  F.  L.  Spalding,  f.r.c.s.,  m.d. 

Councillor  A.  H.  Williams,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Jones,  j.p.  (Chairman) . 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  Lady  K.  M.  D.  Atkins,  j.p.). 
Alderman  H.  A.  Leicester,  j.p. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  A.  Cadbury. 

Miss  E.  M.  Jacomb. 

Councillor  Miss  E.  M.  O’Brien. 

Councillor  Mrs.  R.  Palmer,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 

Councillor  B.  Frank  Stratford. 

Miss  Jessie  Tree. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Urry. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
School  Medical  Officer, 
and  Tuberculosis  Officer 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  - 

Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  - 

Public  Vaccinator 

Dental  Officer  - 

Public  Analyst  - 

Veterinary  Inspectors 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  - 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspect¬ 
ors  - 

Matron,  City  Isolation 
Hospital  - 

Assistant  Matron 

Tuberculosis  Nurse  - 


A.  J.  B.  Griffin,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D.P.H. 

J.  S.  G.  Burnett,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D.P.H.  §§ 

J.  W.  R.  Paton,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D.P.H. || 

W.  G.  Bennett,  ll.b.,  m.r.c.s., 
Eng.,  l.r.c.p.  Bond.* 

M.  J.  Matley  Moore,  l.d.s., 
r.c.s.* 

H.  E.  Monk,  b.sc.,  F.i.c.*f 

Mr.  J.  Currie,  m.r.c.v.s.* 

Mr.  H.  B.  Hiles,  m.r.c.v.s.* 

Mr.  Ralph  Taylor. J§ 

Mr.  P.  L.  Parsons.J§ 

Mr.  H.  Jackson. J 
Mr.  A.  E.  Innes.J 

Miss  N.  Glew. 

Miss  G.  Thompson. 

Nurse  M.  W.  Cotterill.J** 
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Health  Visitors  - 

-  Miss  S.  E.  Howard. 5JJ 
Miss  F.  A.  Moore.  J 
Miss  A.  C.  Cope.Jff 
Miss  B.  Brown.  Jff 

Chief  Clerk 

- 

-  Mr.  P.  M.  Christian. 

Assistant  Clerks 

- 

-  Mr.  J.  Everett. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Parker. 

Miss  D.  Price. 

Maternity  and  Child  Wel-  Miss  H.  Bale.|| 
fare  Centre  Clerks-  -  Miss  D.  Ellery. || 

Miss  E.  Stevenson.* * * § ** * * §§ 

Disinfectors,  etc.  -  -  Mr.  C.  A.  Webb,  Jr. 

Mr.  A.  Payne. 

Manager, Public  Slaughter¬ 
houses  -  Mr.  G.  W.  Glendenning.§ 

Public  Bathing  Pavilions  Mr.  C.  A.  Webb,  Senr.* 
Attendants  -  Mrs.  C.  Robinson.* 

Vaccination  Officer  -  -  Mr.  E.  H.  Rea.* 


*  Part-time  only. 

f  Services  utilised  by  arrangement  with  County  Council. 

|  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

§  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

||  Joint  appointment — M.  and  C.W.  and  School  Medical  Service. 

5  Trained  Nurse  and  Certificate  of  Midwives  Board. 

**  State  Registered  by  Examination, 

ff  New  Health  Visitors  Certificate. 

JJ  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

§§  Joint  appointment  Public  Assistance  and  Health  Committee. 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  represent  the  chief  vital  statistics  for  the 
year,  viz.: — 


Compared  with 
those  of  England 
and  Wales. 


Estimated  Population 

52,730 

Birth  Rate  .  . 

15-09 

14-8 

Death  Rate: 

Crude 

13-7 

- — 

Corrected 

12-2 

12-1 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Births 

55-3 

59-0 

Death  Rate  from  principal 

Infectious  Diseases 

0-47 

0-35 

Respiratory  Death  Rate 

1-15 

Not  yet  received. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate 

0-60 

>> 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

1-78 

>) 
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THE 

SIXTY -THIRD  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

BEING  THAT 

for  the  Year  1936 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  County  of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  City  for  the  year  1936  and 
my  seventh  report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  the  City’s 
population  is  given  at  52,730,  and  upon  this  figure  the  vital 
statistics  have  been  calculated. 

The  Death  Rate  was  12-2;  as  compared  with  a  rate  of 
12 T  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  15-09,  showing  an  increase  of  0-63  over 
last  year. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  was  55-3;  an  increase  of  2-8  over 
the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 

59-0. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  continued  above 
normal,  but  was  appreciably  lower  than  in  1935;  the  number 
of  diphtheria  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  being 
less  than  half  those  for  1935. 
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The  most  important  new  Public  Health  legislation  coming 
into  force  during  the  year  was  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  referred 
to  in  detail  elsewhere  in  my  report. 

Whilst  the  new  and  onerous  work  imposed  by  this  Act  has 
been  carried  out,  the  Slum  Clearance  programme  has  not 
been  neglected.  During  the  year  129  houses  were  represented 
as  unfit ;  a  greater  number  were  not  dealt  with  as  the  number 
of  families  requiring  re-housing  still  greatly  exceeded  the  new 
houses  available.  I  anticipate  that  the  Slum  Clearance 
programme  will  be  completed  before  the  end  of  1938. 

The  Midwives  Act,  1936,  was  placed  upon  the  Statute  Book 
during  the  year,  and  much  preliminary  work  in  this  connection 
has  been  done. 

The  staffing  reorganisation  referred  to  in  my  last  report  has 
considerably  extended  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  services 
more  particularly  in  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  service, 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  service,  and  the  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Medical  service;  mainly  in  consequence  of  the  interavail- 
abilitv  of  the  Council’s  medical  staff:. 

The  new  Venereal  Diseases  centre  is  well  forward;  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  approved  in  principle. 
Hopes  of  placing  the  new  combined  Clinic  at  the  Castle  Street 
site  have  been  dashed  to  the  ground,  but  it  is  hoped  to  incor¬ 
porate  it'  in  the  Guildhall  extensions. 

Improved  general  hospital  bed  provision  is  under  discussion. 

The  site  has  been  chosen  for  the  combined  Mental  Deficiency 
Colony,  to  be  erected  in  conjunction  with  other  Midland 
authorities. 

Progress  towards  a  fuller  and  more  efficient  public  health 
service  is  steady,  and  the  future  is  full  of  interest. 
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Among  future  needs  are  the  provision  of  public  medical  and 
diagnostic  and  treatment  facilities  for  cancer,  linked  up  with 
available  hospital  facilities;  and  a  comprehensive  convalescent 
home  scheme. 

The  staff  changes  have  been  of  a  trifling  character;  but  the 
department  suffered  a  severe  loss  by  the  death  in  July  of  their 
Chairman,  the  late  Councillor  A.  Cope.  “  Fair  play  is  a  jewel  ” 
was  one  of  his  maxims;  and  during  my  six  years’  association 
with  him  he  ever  staunchly  adhered  to  it.  His  unvarying 
fairness  and  kindliness  endeared  him  to  the  staff,  who  will 
always  remember  him  with  affection. 

I  would  wish  to  commend  the  work  of  the  staff ;  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  co-operation  received  from  officers  of  other  depart¬ 
ments;  and  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
for  the  sympathetic  consideration  shown  to  public  health 
matters  placed  before  you. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  J.  B.  GRIFFIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  “A” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (in  acres)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  5,393 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  .  .  .  .  .  50,497 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  . .  .  .  .  .  52,730 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  £356,071 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  £1,407 

Live  Births: —  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  .  770  421  349 

Illegitimate  .  .  26  10  16  796 

Birth  Rate  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  15-09 

Still  Births,  28;  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  35-2 

Deaths,  722;  Death  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  12-2 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  of  deaths  occurring  in 

Institutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  33-2 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
childbirth : — 

From  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

From  other  causes  .  .  . .  .  .  3 

Death  Rate  of  all  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55-3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  55-3 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50-6 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  192-3 

Death  Rate  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  ,  0-76 

})  }t  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  0-56 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil. 
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Social  Conditions. 

POPULATION. — The  Registrar-General's  estimated  mid¬ 
year  population  figure  was  52,730;  an  increase  of  only  30  over 
1935.  The  increase  represented  by  excess  of  City  births  over 
deaths  was  74. 

The  maximum  number  of  persons  unemployed  at  any  time 
was  2,227  on  17th  February,  1936;  and  the  minimum,  952  on 
28th  September,  1936. 

Worcester  is  happy  in  not  having  to  depend  upon  a  single 
large  industry,  as  its  numerous  small  industries  make  it  less 
affected  by  the  turnings  of  fortune’s  wheel  and  allow  it  to  keep 
a  steady  middle  course  between  the  extravagances  of  prosperity 
and  the  gloom  of  depressions. 

Unemployment  is  negligible;  juvenile  labour  is  at  once  ab¬ 
sorbed;  and  female  domestic  labour  is  scarce. 

No  special  diseases  appear  to  be  associated  with  the  City’s 
industries. 


Meteorology. 

The  City  Engineer  has  very  kindly  supplied  the  following 
data  from  observations  made  at  the  City  Waterworks. 

The  highest  recorded  temperature  was  82  degrees  Fahren¬ 
heit  on  29th  August;  and  the  lowest,  18  degrees  Fahrenheit, 
or  14  degrees  of  frost,  on  13th  February. 

The  total  rainfall  was  27-47  inches.  Rain  fell  on  189  days; 
a  rain  day  being  one  on  which  not  less  than  0-01  inches  of  rain 
are  recorded. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  rainfall  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  the  annual  fall  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
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1936. 

January  . 

February  . 

March 

April 

May 

Tune 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 

Total 


Number  of 
Rain  Days. 
21 
15 
18 
13 
10 
15 
25 
6 
15 
13 
20 
18 


Rainfall  for 
Month. 

3- 17 
2-32 
2-49 

1- 59 
0-84 

4- 11 

5- 08 
0-34 

2- 01 
1-26 

1- 92 

2- 34 


189  . .  27-47 


Comparison  of  Rainfall  for  the  past  twenty  years: — 

1917  . .  . .  . .  21-18  inches. 


1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 


1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 


20-47 

24- 84 

25- 62 
16-08 

26- 07 
26-74 
33-22 
23-75 
25-04 

30- 52 

25- 09 

26- 54 

31- 08 

27- 08 
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1932 

30*39 

inches. 

1933 

17*61 

)) 

1934 

19*09 

y> 

1935 

26*83 

)) 

1936 

27*47 

)> 

BIRTHS. — The  number  of  births  taking  place 

in  the  City 

was  869,  the  highest  number  I  have  so  far  recorded;  of  these, 
473  were  males  and  396  females.  There  were  89  births  to 
non-residents  and  16  births  elsewhere  to  persons  normally 
resident  within  the  City.  The  corrected  number  of  births  was 
thus  796  and  the  birth  rate  15*09. 

The  birth  rate  is  showing  a  slow  upward  trend  since  the 
lowest  reached  in  1933. 

STILLBIRTHS. — The  following  corrected  figures  for  still¬ 
births  are  allocated  to  the  City: — 

Males  .  .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Females  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 


The  rate  per  1,000  births  is  35*2. 

DEATHS. — 784  deaths  were  registered  within  the  City. 
From  these  must  be  deducted  102  deaths  of  non-residents,  and 
to  them  added  40  deaths  of  City  residents  occurring  elsewhere. 

The  recorded  death  rate  was  12*2,  compared  with  an  average 
for  the  preceding  ten  years  of  12*64. 

Excluding  deaths  of  infants  below  twelve  months,  the 
average  age  at  death  was  65*3  years. 
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Tabulated  at  the  end  of  the  report  on  page  111  are  details 
of  the  causes  of  deaths  at  varying  age  periods. 

Heart  disease,  claiming  153  deaths,  still  holds  first  place  as 
the  “leader  of  the  men  of  death.” 

Cancer,  with  99  deaths,  again  takes  second  place,  but  shows 
no  significant  increase  over  last  year’s  figures. 

Among  infectious  diseases,  diphtheria  caused  9  deaths;  the 
majority  of  which  should  have  been  preventable,  as  early 
diagnosis  and  correct  treatment  should  reduce  diphtheria 
death  to  insignificant  numbers. 

Consumption  claimed  only  32  victims;  a  new  low  figure 
record  for  the  City. 

Five  men  and  2  women  took  their  own  lives;  and  “  other 
violence  ”  caused  death  in  23  instances,  including  10  deaths 
due  to  road  accidents. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  commenting  upon  this  wanton 
wastage  of  human  life  which  the  public  passively  permits, 
under  the  misguided  consolation  that  it  is  part  of  the  price 
we  pay  for  civilization.  Our  efforts  to  preserve  life  are  futile 
if  it  is  to  be  lightly  squandered  upon  the  battlefields  of  the 
highway.  Only  when  the  victim  is  someone  near  and  dear  to 
us  do  we  seem  to  appreciate  to  the  full  the  tragedy  of  the  toll 
of  the  road. 

Speed  as  a  time-saver  cannot  compensate  us  for  the  needless 
loss  of  150  lives  a  week.  Some  remedy  is  needed  much  more 
drastic  and  much  more  radical  than  the  sprinkling  of  our  cities 
with  Belisha  beacons  and  the  admonitions  of  the  Highway 
Code. 
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SECTION  “B” 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

STAFF. — The  reorganisation  and  unification  of  the  public 
medical  services  referred  to  in  my  last  report  has  yielded  the 
satisfactory  results  anticipated  and  resulted  in  a  much  larger 
output  of  work  from  the  Health  Department  medical  staff. 

Mr.  Whitehouse,  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  obtained  a 
much  more  remunerative  post  at  Wolverhampton  not  long 
after  qualifying  as  a  sanitary  inspector;  and  his  place  was 
filled  by  Mr.  Innes,  who  has  since  obtained  his  full  qualification. 

The  ambulance  driver,  for  many  years  a  familiar  figure  in 
Worcester  streets,  retired  on  account  of  ill-health  and  has  been 
replaced. 

No  other  staff  changes  have  occurred. 

SPECIALIST  MEDICAL  STAFF.— Mr  N  Duggan,  f.r.c.s, 
continues  to  function  as  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  surgeon  in 
charge  of  surgical  tuberculosis  cases  at  the  City  Sanatorium. 

Mr.  Mark  Bates,  f.r.c.s.,  is  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  held  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Dr.  Fenton  attends  the  Mental  Treatment  Clinic  held  fort¬ 
nightly  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

HOME  NURSING. — Home  nursing,  carried  out  mainly  under 
a  contributory  scheme,  continues  in  the  hands  of  the  City  and 
County  Nursing  Association,  whose  work  done  for  the  Local 
Authority  is  summarised  below: — 

Visits  to  Old  Age  Pensioners  .  .  .  .  11,954 

Visits  to  “notifiable”  cases  .  .  .  .  872 
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Visits  to  T.B.  cases 

Visits  to  children  under  school  age 

Visits  to  Post-Midwifery  cases  .  . 


823 

944 

178 


For  visits  to  cases  of  measles,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  whooping 
cough,  pneumonia,  and  puerperal  fever,  the  Association  receives 
a  Corporation  grant. 

POOR-LAW  OUT- RELIEF. — This  is  still  administered  by 
the  Public  Assistance  Committee  through  three  general 
practitioners. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  —  Chemical  bacteriological 
analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  County  xTnalyst ;  but  specimens 
in  connection  with  the  venereal  diseases  scheme,  formerly  sent 
to  Birmingham,  are  now  examined  under  a  reorganisation  of 
the  venereal  diseases  work,  by  the  Pathologist  at  the  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary.  During  the  year  fresh  financial  arrangements 
were  concluded  with  the  County  Authorities  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  specimens  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  in  the  City  throughout  the  year, 
throat  swabs  submitted  for  examination  for  diphtheria  were 
very  numerous. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  extent  of  the  analytical 
work  dealt  with  during  the  year: — 


Diphtheria  Swabs 

Sputum  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 

Typhoid 

Urine 

Faeces 

Anthrax 

Urine  and  Faeces 
Food  and  Drugs  analysed 


3,027 

400 


121 


7 

8 
4 

1 

9 
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Milk  analysed  . .  . .  .  .  61 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  analysed  .  .  9 

Tap  Water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Well  Water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Swimming  Bath  Water  .  .  .  .  1 

Milk  for  bacteriological  examination: — 

For  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  .  .  21 

For  bacteria  count  .  .  .  .  214 


Specimens  in  connection  with  venereal  diseases  referred  to 
the  Birmingham  City  Laboratory  were  as  follows: — 

From  From 

Treatment  Medical 
Centre.  Practitioners.  Total. 


For  detection  of  Spirochettes  2  13 

For  detection  of  Gonococci  .  .  56  7  63 

For  Wassermann  reaction  .  .  55  50  105 

Other  examinations  1  —  1 


478  290  768 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. — No  change  has  yet  been 
effected  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor-Law  Infirmary. 

The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for 
medical  care  of  the  patients,  to  whom  he  devotes  more  than 
half  of  his  time. 

Careful  classification  of  patients  is  made  and  has  resulted 
in  an  appreciable  change  in  the  character  of  the  function  ful¬ 
filled  by  the  Infirmary,  which  now  contains  a  higher  percentage 
of  acute  sick  and  a  much  reduced  percentage  of  chronic  cases. 
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Infirm  males  have  been  transferred  to  an  infirm  block  in 
the  House ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  effect  so  thorough 
a  weeding  out  among  female  occupants  of  the  Infirmary  as 
the  accommodation  in  the  House  for  infirm  women  is  small. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  appointed 
Mr.  Marshall,  f.r.c.s.  (Edin.)  as  Consultant  Surgeon  to  the 
Institution. 

By  detail  improvements  in  the  building  and  the  character 
of  the  work  done,  much  is  being  done  to  break  down  prejudice 
against  the  Poor-Law  Infirmary,  and  the  way  is  being  slowly 
paved  for  its  appropriation  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

HOSPITALS. — In  addition  to  the  Poor-Law  Infirmary  the 
City  is  served  by  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary,  the  City 
Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Worcester  Eye  Hospital. 

The  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  now  has  a  separate  Gynaeco¬ 
logical  department.  No  alterations  in  the  arrangements 
existing  between  the  Council  and  the  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary  and  the  Eye  Hospital  respectively  for  the  treatment 
of  certain  defined  types  of  cases  have  been  made. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — An  ambulance  service  for  the 
removal  of  non-infectious  patients  is  maintained  by  the 
Worcester' Red  Cross  Ambulance  Committee,  upon  which  the 
Health  Committee  has  representation.  A  fleet  of  three 
ambulances  is  maintained  and  manned  by  personnel  from  the 
local  Voluntary  Aid  Detachments  and  Red  Cross  branches. 
During  the  year  a  grant  of  £150  was  made  by  the  Council  to 
the  organisation. 

A  new  Lomas  ambulance  mounted  upon  a  27  h.p.  Bedford 
chassis  was  purchased  during  the  year  for  the  removal  of 
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infections  diseases  cases.  Equipped  with  special  Lomas  low- 
loading  stretcher  gear  and  fitted  with  a  chamber  for  the 
removal  and  gaseous  disinfection  of  bedding,  this  unit,  pur¬ 
chased  at  a  cost  of  over  £500,  admirably  fulfils  its  purpose. 

The  old  Ford  ambulance  has  also  been  retained,  so  that 
there  is  an  extra  vehicle  available  for  the  removal  of  infectious 
disease  patients  should  the  new  ambulance  at  any  time  break 
down. 

Arrangements  were  entered  into  during  the  year  with  the 
County  Authorities  for  the  removal  by  the  City  Infectious 
diseases  ambulances  of  any  County  smallpox  cases  to  the 
smallpox  hospital. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. — Provided  by  the 


Council : 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  at  54  Lowesmoor : 

Medical  Clinics  (including  ante-natal  cases) — 


Weighing  Clinics  Mondays, 


Tuesdays  and  >  from  2  p.m. 
Wednesdays  J 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Bank  Street : 

Medical  Clinic  Monday  at  3  p.m. 


Tuesday  at  3  p.m. 
Friday  at  7  p.m. 


School  Clinic,  Tudor  House : 


Tuesday  morning,  9.30  a.m. 
Saturday  morning,  9.30  a.m. 
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Provided  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  by  the  City  Council 
in  conjunction  with  the  Worcestershire  County  Council: 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic : 

Male  . .  . .  Tuesday  5.0  to  7.30  p.m. 

Saturday  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Female  . .  Wednesday  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Friday  5.0  to  7.0  p.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic : 

Wednesday  afternoons. 

Mental  Treatment  Clinic : 

First  and  Third  Friday  afternoons 
in  each  month. 


VACCINATION  ACTS. — No  alterations  have  taken  place 
during  the  year  in  the  administration  of  the  Vaccination  Acts; 
and  the  work  done  is  summarised  below: — - 


Number  of 
Successful 
Re- vaccinations 

Numbers  of  Successful 

i.e.  successful 

» 

Primary 

Under 

/  Vaccina 
persons. 

One  year 

tions  of 

vaccinations 
of  persons  who 
had  been 
successfully 
vaccinated  at 

one  year 
of  age. 

and 

upwards. 

TOTAL. 

some  previous 
time. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Bennett 

Dr  J.  S.  G.  Burnett 

328 

22 

350 

1 

(Municipal  Homes) 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

328 

23 

351 

2 
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Number  of  Certificates  of  Vaccinations 

received  during  the  year  . .  .  .  .  524 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Exemption 

received  . .  .  .  . .  . .  274 

Number  of  Prosecutions  for  failure  to  have 

child  vaccinated  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

WELFARE  CENTRE. — The  Centre  is  still  held  at  the  old, 
unsuitable  premises  at  54  Lowesmoor;  the  Council’s  decision 
to  erect  upon  the  prison  site  in  Castle  Street  a  new  combined 
clinic  to  cater  for  all  its  public  health  services  having  been 
revised  later  in  the  year. 

Good  work  is  being  done  at  the  Centre;  but  the  building, 
considered  as  a  welfare  centre,  reflects  no  credit  upon  the 
Local  Authority. 

The  opportunity  of  associating  the  Welfare  Centre  closely 
with  the  work  of  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  has  been 
lost;  it  now  remains  to  erect  a  creditable  building  upon  the 
site  for  the  Guildhall  extensions  and  offset  the  loss  of  proximity 
to  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  by  the  advantage  of  having 
the  building  adjoining  the  administrative  offices  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Health  Visitor  Nurse  Parry  resigned  on  securing  an  ap¬ 
pointment  in  her  native  county  of  Lancashire,  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Miss  Brown.  The  staff  continue  to  receive  the 
assistance  of  voluntary  helpers,  whose  help  I  would  again 
gratefully  acknowledge. 
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PROVISION  OF  MILK  FOODS.  Milk  foods  are  provided 
ante-natally  to  expectant  mothers;  post-natally  to  nursing 
mothers;  and  for  infants;  either  at  cost,  below  cost,  or  free, 
according  to  family  circumstances  which  have  reference  to  a 
generous  income  scale.  No  liquid  milk  is  supplied.  The  net 
expenditure  for  the  year  was  £440.  With  improved  trade 
conditions  the  cost  of  this  service  is  showing  steady  reduction. 

ANTE-NATAL  CARE. — The  separate  Ante-natal  Clinic  held 
on  Thursday  afternoon  was  continued  throughout  the  year. 
The  work  done  at  this  Clinic  is  summarised  at  the  end  of  this 
section. 

In  addition  to  this  Clinic  the  City  and  County  Nursing 
Association  maintain  an  Ante-natal  Clinic  attended  by  a 
doctor  in  connection  with  their  district  maternity  work. 

MATERNITY  BEDS. — The  maternity  unit  at  the  Poor-Law 
Infirmary  is  being  used  to  an  increasing  extent.  Prejudice 
against  admission  to  this  unit  is  obviated  by  the  mothers 
being  admitted  as  private  patients  of  the  Health  Committee, 
and  also  to  some  extent  by  the  knowledge  that  they  will  be 
attended  by  a  lady  doctor. 

Good  use  was  made  of  the  maternity  unit  of  six  beds  at  the 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary.  During  the  year  44  cases  of 
difficult  or  complicated  labour  and  20  cases  of  puerperal  in¬ 
fection  were  admitted  to  this  hospital.  The  cost  of  the 
treatment  of  these  patients,  from  whom  no  financial  recovery 
is  yet  made,  is  included  in  the  block  grant  paid  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary  managers  for  this  and  other  services. 

Five  beds  are  available  at  the  maternity  unit  attached  to 
the  City  and  County  Nursing  Association;  and  a  number  of 
deliveries  also  take  place  in  “mixed”  private  nursing  homes 

in  the  City. 
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PROVISION  OF  MEALS. — At  the  discretion  of  the  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  of  the  Welfare  Centre,  meals  in  lien  of  milk 
are  supplied  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers;  most  of  these 
are  consumed  at  the  Centre;  a  few  are  consumed  in  the  home. 
During  the  year  3,689  dinners,  at  a  total  cost  of  £121  10s.  6d. 
and  an  average  cost  of  8d.  per  dinner,  were  supplied.  Menus 
are  drawn  up  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  dinners  prepared  by  the  Welfare  Centre  caretaker. 


HOME  HELPS. — Home  Helps  are  not  as  a  rule  provided  to 
mothers  having  their  first  child  but  only  to  those  who  have 
regularly  attended  the  Welfare  Centre  with  the  first  infant. 
This  arrangement  prevents  the  exploitation  of  this  provision  by 
mothers  who  are  not  concerned  about  securing  advice  and 
assistance  on  child  welfare. 

During  the  year  Home  Helps  were  supplied  to  129  mothers 
at  a  cost  of  £64  10s. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. — I  regret  to  have  to  record  a  slight 
rise  in  the  infantile  death  rate,  which  rose  to  55*3,  as  compared 
with  52-5  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  similarly  rose  from  57  to  59.  The  local 
rate  is  still  appreciably  below  that  of  the  country  taken  as  a 
whole. 

Of  the  44  infant  deaths,  no  fewer  than  29  occurred  during 
the  first  month  of  life.  Under  the  altered  rule  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  a  midwife  must  attend  a  case  for  at  least 
fourteen  days;  the  Health  Visitor  does  not  visit  the  home 
until  after  the  end  of  that  period,  so  that  little  responsibility 
for  neo-natal  deaths  can  be  placed  upon  the  health  visiting 
staff. 
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Amongst  children  between  one  month  and  one  year  old — 
with  whom  the  Health  Visitors  are  mainly  concerned — there 
were  only  15  infant  deaths;  the  lowest  figure  yet  recorded  and 
an  index  of  the  valuable  work  done  by  the  Health  Visiting 
service. 

The  neo-natal  death  rate  (relating  to  the  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  month  old  per  1,000  born)  rose  to  36*43.  Of  these 
deaths,  20  occurred  during  the  first  week. 

An  analysis  of  the  29  neo-natal  deaths  yields  the  following 
information : — 

Age  Groups. 


Disease. 

Under 

1  day. 

Under 

1  week. 

Under 

1  month. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

4 

— 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

.  .  — 

— 

1 

Prematurity 

3 

5 

2 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

. .  — 

— 

3 

Congenital  Defects 

1 

2 

1 

Meningitis 

. .  — 

— 

1 

Spina  Bifida 

. .  — 

1 

— 

Marasmus 

. .  — 

1 

— 

Injury  at  Birth  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

— 

Syphilis,  Congenital 

. .  — 

— 

1 

7 

13 

9 

It  will  be  noted  that  20  of  these  29  neo-natal  deaths  occurred 
within  the  first  week  of  birth;  and  that  of  the  total,  10  were 
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due  to  prematurity,  a  condition  over  which  little,  if  any, 
control  can  be  exercised. 


MATERIAL  MORTALITY. — In  my  report  for  1935  I  re¬ 
marked  that  a  slight  increase  or  decrease  in  maternity  deaths 
in  a  small  section  of  population  could  produce  wide  fluctuations 
in  the  maternal  mortality  rate. 


In  1935  there  had  been  8  maternal  deaths,  giving  the  ab¬ 
normal  rate  of  10-5.  During  the  year  under  review  4  maternal 
deaths  produced  a  rate  of  5-0,  as  compared  with  3-81  for  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

Expressed  more  simply,  the  chances  of  a  Worcester  woman 
dying  in  childbirth  during  1936  were  1  in  200. 


The  following  table  gives  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for 
the  past  seven  years: — 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 


2-47  per 

1,000  live  births 

3-90 

yy 

2-60 

yy 

4-00 

yy 

5-20 

yy 

10-50 

yy 

5-00 

yy 

The  recorded  causes  of  death  in  the  four  fatal  cases  during 
the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Case  I. 

\(a) 

(b) 

Case  II. 

1(a) 

Case  III. 

1  (a) 

(b) 

Hyperemesis  Gravidarum. 
Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy. 

Puerperal  Septicaemia. 

Pyaemia. 

Acute  Degeneration  of  Liver. 
Following  Incomplete  Abortion. 
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Case  IV.  1  (a)  Operative  Shock. 

(b)  Evacuation  of  Uterus. 

(c)  Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy. 

PUERPERAL  INFECTION.— One  case  only  of  puerperal 
fever  was  notified.  Eleven  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were 
notified;  1  case  (Case  No.  2  in  list  of  maternal  deaths)  proved 
fatal;  the  remaining  10  cases  made  satisfactory  recoveries. 


MIDWIVES  ACTS. — Twenty-five  midwives  notified  their  in¬ 
tention  to  practise  and  alone  or  with  doctors  conducted  918, 
cases. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  disciplinary  action  against  any 
of  the  midwives,  nor  were  any  suspended;  and  their  super¬ 
vision  by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  is  carried  out 
smoothly. 

In  connection  with  Midwives’  practises  the  following  notifi¬ 
cations  were  received: — 

Stillbirths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Artificial  feeding  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

One  hundred  and  seventy  Medical  Aid  forms  were  received 
from  midwives  who  had  to  call  in  doctors  to  their  assistance. 

These  figures  are  a  reduction  of  29  on  those  for  1935,  when 
fewer  cases  were  attended  by  midwives,  and  are,  I  hope,  some 
indication  that  midwives  are  becoming  more  efficient  in  their 
profession  and  prepared  to  shoulder,  without  detriment  to  the 
patient,  a  little  more  responsibility. 

The  conditions  which  called  for  the  issue  of  these  Medical 
Aid  forms  are  tabulated  below: — 
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For  the  Mother. 

During  Pregnancy. 

Debility  and  Cardiac 
weakness  .  .  .  .  2 

Albuminuria  .  .  .  .  5 

Acute  abdominal  pain  1 
Ante-partum  haemorr¬ 
hage  .  .  .  .  3 

Miscarriage  .  .  .  .  1 

Threatened  abortion  2 

Vaginal  discharge  .  .  1 

Illness  of  mother  .  .  2 

Inflamed  legs  .  .  1 

Total  .  .  .  .  18 

During  Labour  or  the 
Lying-in. 

Ruptured  Perineum  39 

Rise  of  temperature  20 

Abnormal  presentation  12 
Difficult  labour  .  .  24 

Uterine  inertia  .  .  11 

Painful  breasts  .  .  2 

Hysterical  condition  3 

Post-partum  haemorr¬ 


hage  .  .  1 

Precipitate  labour  .  .  2 

Shock  .  .  .  .  1 


Total  .  .  .  .  115 


For  the  Child. 

Infantile  debility  . .  3 

Meningocele  .  .  .  .  1 

Spina  Bifida  .  .  . .  1 

Discharging  Eyes  . .  12 

Inflammation  of  eyes  2 

Axillary  tumour  .  .  1 

Vomiting  blood  .  .  2 

Dangerous  feebleness  5 

Unsatisfactory  con¬ 
dition  .  .  .  .  2 

Jaundice  .  .  .  .  1 

Convulsions  .  .  .  .  2 

Prematurity  .  .  .  .  3 

Feeble  twins  .  .  .  .  1 

Prolapse  of  cord  .  .  1 


Total  .  .  .  .  37 
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!V!5DWIVES  ACT,  1936.— This  new  legislation,  placed  on  the 
Statute  Book  during  the  year,  has  received  consideration  from  a 
special  sub-committee  largely  composed  of  lady  members  of 
the  Health  Committee.  Before  the  scheme  was  submitted  to 
the  Council,  conferences  took  place  with  representatives  of  the 
medical  profession,  of  the  midwives’  organisation,  and  of  the 
local  voluntary  society  already  providing  midwifery  services. 

The  aim  of  the  Act  is  to  provide  an  improved  standard  of 
domiciliary  midwifery  service  to  meet  fully  the  needs  of  each 
area;  to  reduce  maternal  mortality;  to  improve  the  lot  of  the 
midwife  and  at  the  same  time  to  attract  the  best  type  of 
entrant  to  the  midwifery  service,  whilst  keeping  its  members 
always  at  a  high  level  of  efficiency  by  frequent  post-graduate 
tuition. 

The  memorandum  following  the  Act  stressed  the  necessity 
for  using  as  far  as  possible  the  services  of  existing  voluntary 
agencies.  The  sub-committee,  whilst  appreciating  this  recom¬ 
mendation,  felt  that  local  private  midwives  who  had  practised 
extensively  with  success  for  many  years  should  not  be  in  any 
way  prejudiced  by  any  scheme  adopted  and  should  not  be 
expected  to  forfeit  any  of  their  individual  status. 

The  scheme  approved  by  the  Council  provides  for  a  service 
of  8  midwives  to  deal  with  650  births  a  year.  Of  the  8  mid¬ 
wives  to  be  used,  5  were  to  be  private  midwives  appointed  by 
the  Council  as  Corporation  officials  and  the  remainder  to  be 
supplied  by  the  local  voluntary  nursing  association. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  4  municipal  midwives  have  been 
appointed  and  are  fulfilling  their  duties  in  their  respective 
areas.  The  voluntary  nursing  association  have  not  yet  ac¬ 
cepted  this  scheme,  but  are  continuing  to  deal  with  their  own 
cases  and  any  referred  to  them  as  emergency  cases  by  other 
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midwives.  It  is  hoped  that  agreement  on  all  points  may 
shortly  be  reached  between  the  Council  and  the  voluntary 
association. 

Under  the  complete  scheme  the  City  will  be  divided  into 
four  sections,  each  of  which  will  be  worked  by  two  midwives 
in  co-operation. 

No  midwife  will  be  expected  to  attend  more  than  100  cases 
a  year,  and  the  average  will  probably  be  in  the  region  of  80. 

The  fee  for  a  midwife's  services  will  be  £2;  but  each  case 
will  be  dealt  with  on  its  merits  according  to  the  financial 
circumstances  of  the  family,  the  relief  scale  to  be  employed 
being  that  already  in  existence  for  persons  requiring  milk 
foods  below  cost  or  the  assistance  of  a  doctor  at  confinement. 

A  municipal  midwife  is  to  have  the  same  salary  conditions 
as  health  visitors,  to  have  three  weeks  holiday  a  year,  one 
long  week-end  a  month,  and  other  off-duty  times  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  her  colleague  in  the  same  district.  Each  midwife 
will  be  on  the  telephone,  have  full  and  up-to-date  equipment, 
and  a  generous  uniform  allowance. 

By  the  municipal  midwives  already  appointed  the  conditions 
of  service  have  been  received  with  enthusiasm;  in  fact,  one 
experienced  midwife  with  many  hundreds  of  successful  de¬ 
liveries  to  her  credit,  said  “it  would  seem  like  being  in  heaven” 
after  the  irregular  working  conditions  under  which  she  had  for 
so  many  years  laboured. 

Under  the  Act  a  private  practising  midwife  may  give  up 
her  right  to  practise  and  receive  compensation;  or  may,  if  she 
chooses,  remain  in  practise;  and  the  Local  Authority  has  no 
power  to  limit  the  number  of  cases  she  attends  or  the  fees  she 
may  charge. 
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It  is  not  improbable  that  the  official  scheme  may  have  its 
value  curtailed  by  fee  under-cutting  by  private  midwives; 
although  actually  the  Act  anticipates  that  the  private  midwife 
will  disappear  except  for  a  few  acting  as  maternity  nurses  to 
the  more  well-to-do  mothers. 

At  the  moment  in  the  City  the  effect  of  the  Act  is  that  we 
have  privately  practising  midwives,  midwives  employed  by  a 
voluntary  nursing  association — both  classes  charging  differing 
fees  and  subject  to  no  limitations  as  to  the  number  of  con¬ 
finements  they  may  yearly  undertake — and  municipal  mid¬ 
wives,  attending  cases  for  fixed  fees  and  closely  controlled  as 
to  the  number  of  their  cases  and  the  conditions  under  which 
they  work. 

The  only  redeeming  feature  of  the  situation  is  that  all 
classes  of  midwife  are  subject  to  certain  supervision  by  the 
Local  Authority  under  the  older  Midwives  Acts. 

The  scheme  required  to  comply  with  the  Act  will  mean  an 
addition  to  the  rates  of  £880. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES.  During  the  year 
the  registration  of  one  new  nursing  home  to  take  four  mixed 
cases  was  approved,  and  one  home  was  allowed  to  have  its 
accommodation  increased  by  three  beds. 

There  are  now  5  nursing  homes  registered,  providing  37 
beds. 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  action  for 
breaches  of  the  Act. 

CHILDREN  ACT,  1908  (Section  1). — Each  health  visitor  is 
authorised  to  supervise  the  welfare  of  boarded-out  children,  to 
whom  they  are  instructed  to  pay  especial  attention. 
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The  following  table  relates  to  work  done  in  this  connection : — 

Number  of  children  on  register,  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1935  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Number  of  children  received  by  foster-mothers 
during  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

—  40 

Number  of  children  removed  from  care  of 

foster-mothers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  on  register,  31st  December,  1936  .  .  37 

Visits  paid  by  health  visitors  .  .  .  .  214 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  —  The  Council  provides 
facilities  under  which  all  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  may 
receive  specialist  treatment  at  the  Opthhalmic  Hospital  should 
the  attending  practitioner  so  desire. 

The  incidence  and  result  of  treatment  of  cases  of  ophthalmia 
is  summarised  below. 


Case. 

Date 

Treated  at 

Vision 

Vision 

Blindness. 

Notified. 

Home. 

Hospital. 

Unimpaired. 

Impaired- 

No.  1 

1936. 

Jan  11th 

1 

1 

No.  2 

Feb. 

7  th 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

No.  3 

Feb. 

7  th 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  4 

Mar. 

3rd 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  5 

April  8th 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  6 

June  8th 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  7 

June  8th 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  8 

Oct.  12  th 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  9 

Nov.  24th 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

No.  10 

Dec.  31st 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total  .  . 

4 

6 

10 

— 

- 
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GENERAL  MATTERS. — During  the  year  Circular  1550  was 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  circular  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  some  areas  insufficient  attention  was  being 
given  to  the  health  of  young  children  between  the  ages  of 
18  months  and  5  years,  and  put  forward  the  following  sugges¬ 
tions  : — 

1.  Closer  following  up  of  these  children  by  health  visitors. 

2.  Use  of  the  school  clinics  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ail¬ 

ments  and  special  defects  occurring  in  pre-school 

children. 

3.  Increase  of  the  health  visiting  staff  where  this  appears 

necessary,  with  payment  of  more  adequate  salaries. 

4.  Provision  of  day  nurseries  for  the  care  of  young  children 

whose  mothers  go  out  to  work. 

Under  our  present  scheme  the  health  visitors  keep  close 
contact  with  all  children  up  to  the  age  of  5  years;  and  attend¬ 
ances  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  total  more  than  50 
per  cent,  of  all  child  welfare  attendances. 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  Education  Committee  it  was 
decided  to  make  use  of  the  school  clinic  facilities  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  minor  ailments  and  special  defects  occurring  in  children 
below  school  age. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Rule  17  (a),  Section  E,  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  was  amended,  extending  the  period 
during  which  a  midwife  must  attend  her  patient  from  ten  to 
fourteen  days.  This  extension  should  prolong  the  lying-in 
period,  with  benefit  to  both  mother  and  child. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Statistics,  1936. 

TABLE  I. 

Visits  paid  to  the  Homes  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


A.  Total 


First. 

Return.  Total. 

1935. 

To  Infants  under  1  year 

821 

5,350 

6,171 

6,139 

Children  1 — 5  years 

— 

— - 

8,993 

8,764 

„  Expectant  Mothers 

408 

600 

1,008 

944 

Mothers  after  Confinement 

— 

— 

205 

260 

1,229 

5,950 

16,377 

16,107 

Total 

Total 

B. 

Visits. 

1935. 

Fo  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

30 

27 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

11 

16 

Measles  and  German  Measles  . 

.  135 

59 

„  „  Whooping  Cough 

.  136 

42 

„  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  .  . 

17 

25 

„  Poliomyelitis 

. - - 

1 

129 

170 

C. 

Total 

Total 

In  connection  with— 

Visits. 

1935. 

Infant  Deaths 

19 

12 

Stillbirths 

.  26 

33 

Boarded-out  Children 

.  214 

270 

Dental  Cases 

87 

70 

Other  Cases 

.,1,802 

2,583 

2,148 

2,967 
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Total 

Total 

Total  Visits  paid  on  District: — 

Visits. 

1935. 

Group  A  .  . 

.  .  16,377 

16,107 

■p> 

.  .  329 

170 

c 

)> 

to 

1 — ‘ 

00 

2,967 

18,854 

19,244 

TABLE  II. 

Clinics  held  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

Total 

Total 

1935. 

Number  of  Meetings 

149 

103 

Attendances: — 

Infants  under  1  year — 

First  Visits 

445 

Return  Visits  .  . 

735 

Total 

1,180 

760 

Children  1 — 5  years — 

First  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Return  Visits  . .  .  .  .  .  225 


Total 


•  • 


263  299 


39 


Total 
Total.  1935. 

Ante-natal  Women — 

First  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  234 

Return  Visits  .  .  . .  .  .  235 


Total 

469 

325 

Post-natal  Women — 

First  Visits 

Return  Visits  .  . 

43 

7 

50 

66 

Special  Women— 

First  Visits 

Return  Visits  .  . 

8 

4 

12 

69 

Total  Attendances: — 

Children 

Women  .  . 

1,718 

681 

2,399 

1,519 

Average  Attendance  per  Clinic: — 

Children 

Women  .  . 

3  7-50 

13-09 

30-59  19-20 
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TABLE  III. 


Weighing  Clinics. 


Total 

South. 

North. 

West. 

Central. 

Total. 

1935. 

1.  Number  of  Meetings 

52 

47 

52 

48 

199 

198 

2.  Total  Visits: — 

Infants  under  1  year 

1,234 

767 

1,195 

1,790 

4,986 

4,590 

Children  1 — 5  years 

201 

294 

121 

282 

898 

1,017 

Total 

1,435 

1,061 

1,316 

2,072 

5,884 

5,607 

Expectant  Mothers 

59 

78 

27 

94 

258 

301 

Other  Women 

236 

209 

135 

273 

853 

832 

Total  . . 

295 

287 

162 

367 

1,111 

1,133 

3.  Total  Attendances  .  . 

1,730 

1,348 

1,478 

2,439 

6,995 

6,740 

4.  Average  Attendance 

per  Session: — 

Children 

27-6 

22*5 

25-3 

431 

29-5 

28-3 

Women 

5*6 

6*1 

3-1 

7-6 

5*5 

5*7 

• 

33-2 

28-6 

28-4 

50-7 

350 

340 

5.  First  Visits:— 

Infants 

149 

87 

114 

151 

501 

469 

Children 

7 

15 

2 

6 

30 

27 

Expectant  Mothers 

14 

23 

15 

40 

92 

124 

170 

125 

131 

197 

623 

620 
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INFIRMARY  TREATMENT. — Ninety-three  children  and  2 
women  were  sent  for  treatment — of  whom  47  were  contributors 
to  the  Scheme — and  for  conditions  as  under: — 

Naevus  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  14 

Phimosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Otorrhea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Eyes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Knock  Knee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Bow  Legs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Cut  Head  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Vaginal  Discharge  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Glands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Wry  Neck  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Hare  Lip  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  .  1 

Deformity  of  Toes  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Cut  Foot  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Rickets  .  .  .  .  . .  .  •  2 

Conditions  associated  with  Pregnancy  .  .  1 

Orthopaedic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Various  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  16 

DINNERS. — At  a  cost  of: — 

Total  1936.  Total  1935. 

Dinners.  Cost.  Dinners.  Cost. 

3,689  £121  10s.  6d.  3,350  £92  16s.  3d. 

HOME  HELPS.— 


129  £64  10s.  Od. 


114  £57  Os.  Od. 
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DENTAL  CLINIC.— 


Total  1936. 

Total  1935. 

Women. 

Children. 

Women. 

Children 

Patients 

54 

40 

66 

47 

Visits 

122 

50 

132 

54 

Extractions  .  . 

466 

131 

618 

133 

Dentures 

16 

— 

6 

— 

General  Anaes¬ 
thetics 

25 

2 

29 

1 

Local  do. 

9 

34 

11 

38 

Fillings 

1 

— 

8 

— 

Scale 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

Dressings 

— 

15 

— 

14 

SECTION  “C” 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER.  -Placed  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Severn  the 
City  is  fortunate  in  having  at  all  times  a  generous  water  supply 
which,  after  filtration  and  chlorination,  is  issued  to  consumers 
in  a  remarkably  high  state  of  purity  when  the  industrial 
character  of  the  river  is  remembered. 

No  serious  complaints  regarding  the  water  supply  were 
received  during  the  year. 

The  City  Engineer  kindly  informs  me  that  763,265,000 
gallons  were  consumed  during  the  year,  or  39-6  gallons  per 
person  per  day. 

With  such  a  generous  supply  of  water  to  our  hand  I  often 
think  we  make  insufficient  use  of  it  for  street  cleansing. 
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The  occupants  of  50  houses  still  depend  upon  wells  for  their 
water  supply,  and  a  careful  watch  is  kept  upon  these  for 
possible  contamination. 

The  following  analysis  of  a  water  sample  taken  in  the  middle 
of  the  year  gives  the  chemical  characteristics  of  the  supply: — 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS. 
Water  from  Pure  Water  Tank. 


Grains  per 

Parts  per 

Gallon. 

100,000. 

Solids  in  Suspension 

None 

Solids  in  Solution,  dried  at  100°  C.  .  . 

23-8 

34-0 

Solids  in  Solution,  Appearance 

White 

Solids  in  Solution,  After  Ignition 

20-3 

29-0 

Behaviour  of  Solids  on  Ignition 

Browning 

Phosphates 

None 

Chlorine  calculated  as  Common  Salt 

11-4 

16-3 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0-002 

0-003 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0-004 

0-006 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours 

0-09 

0-13 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

Trace 

Colour 

Clear 

Deposit 

None 

Smell  .  .  '  .  . 

None 

Hardness:  Permanent  6-2°  Clark. 

Temporary  4-7° 

Total  .  .  10-9° 

Poisonous  Metals:  None  detected. 

Remarks . — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  above  sample  of  water 
may  be  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

(Sd.)  H.  E.  Monk, 

City  Analyst. 
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The  following  analysis  of  the  bacteriological  condition  of  the 
supply  is  typical  of  results  throughout  the  year: — 


Micro-Organisms  per  c.c.  in  three  days 
B.  Coli  in  100  c.c.  on  third  day 


1 

0 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

SCAVENGING. — No  serious  nuisance  arose  during  the  year 
from  City  tips,  which  are  being  well  supervised. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — Industrial  smoke  nuisance  is  prac¬ 
tically  non-existent  in  the  City,  whose  occupants  can  rejoice 
in  clean  skies,  relative  freedom  from  fogs,  and  absence  of 
corrosion  of  building  exteriors. 

Gas  and  electricity  are  being  increasingly  used  in  local 
industries. 

The  City  Electrical  Engineer  informs  me  that  industries  are 
daily  taking  electrical  energy  representing  26,118  horse-power. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.  The  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  the  help  of  three  assistants  in  his 
duties,  contributes  the  following  report: — 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES.— A  tabulated  summary  of 
the  sanitary  operations  is  given  below;  1,853  nuisances  having 
been  reported  during  the  year.  To  abate  these  nuisances,  411 
Request  Notices  were  served  upon  the  persons  responsible; 
and  in  93  cases  the  Health  Committee  gave  instructions  for 
Statutory  Notices  to  be  served. 

In  8  instances  I  had  to  ask  the  Health  Committee  to  institute 
legal  proceedings,  but  in  each  case  the  nuisances  were  abated 
following  the  despatch  of  a  warning  letter. 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  AND  SUMMARY  OF 
WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1936. 


Number  of  Notices  (Preliminary)  served  .  .  .  .  411 

Number  of  Notices  (Statutory)  served  .  .  .  .  93 

Number  of  Notices  (Statutory)  served  in  connection 
with  Housing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  138 

Number  of  Letters  sent  with  regard  to  Notices,  etc.  .  .  556 

Number  of  Complaints  received  and  investigated  .  .  213 

Number  of  Notices  sent  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Diseases  1351 
Rooms  cleansed  and  limewashed  .  .  .  .  .  .  214 

Dilapidated  walls,  floors,  windows,  etc.,  repaired  .  .  504 

Defective  roofs  and  spouting  repaired  .  .  .  .  198 

Damp  walls  cured  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  78 

Wash-houses  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  .  .  61 

Wash-house  floors  and  yards  re-paved  or  repaired  .  .  48 

Glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from 

drains  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  .  .  .  40 

Glazed  stoneware  gulley  traps  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Water  closets  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  .  .  93 

Water  closet  flushing  cisterns  repaired  .  .  .  .  43 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  basins  and  traps  .  .  46 

Defective  joints  in  pans,  traps  and  flush  pipes  repaired  19 
Houses  provided  with  sufficient  water  supply  .  .  II 

Nuisances  from  overcrowding  abated  .  .  .  .  27 

Nuisances  from  improper  keeping  of  animals  .  .  5 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  333 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  363 

Houses,  W.C.s,  etc.,  cleansed  by  occupier  .  .  .  .  6 

Wastes  of  water  reported  to  Water  Inspector  .  .  8 
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Number  of  references  to  City  Surveyor  with  regard  to 
dangerous  buildings,  paving  of  courts,  and  foul  street 
gullies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  14 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  .  .  .  .  355 

Verminous  houses  fumigated  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  collected  for  City  Analyst  182 
Samples  of  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  collected  for 

the  City  Analyst  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Samples  of  Milk  for  bacteria  count  .  .  .  .  .  .  214 

Samples  of  Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Samples  of  Tap  and  Well  Water  collected  (this  includes 

weekly  samples  taken  at  waterworks)  .  .  . .  73 

S!MSPE6TI0PiS« — The  following  table  shows  the  number  and 
nature  of  inspections  carried  out  during  1936: — 

Housing  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  307 

Public  Health  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  1769 

Re-inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1765 

Infectious  Disease,  Visits  to  Houses  .  .  .  .  215 

Common  Lodging-houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  211 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  90 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  .  .  .  .  199 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  91 

Workshops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  112 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  91 

Slaughterhouses ..  ..  ..  ..  ..1795 

Canal  Boats  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Dustbin  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  257 

Food  Shops  and  Markets  .  .  .  .  . .  711 

Places  where  animals  kept  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Water  Samples  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

Drains  smoke-tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Smoke  Observations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Ice  Cream  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 
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In  addition  some  13,000  houses  were  visited  in  connection 
with  the  preliminary  survey  of  the  overcrowding  sections  of 
the  Housing  Act;  also  1153  houses  were  measured  and  full 
particulars  entered  on  permanent  records  for  office  use. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. — During  the  year  333  ashbins  have  been 
provided  by  the  Health  Department  at  a  minimum  cost. 

The  number  of  notices  served  in  connection  with  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  ashbins  during  the  year  is  71  Preliminary  Notices  and 
7  Statutory  Notices. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  for 
non-compliance  with  Notices  served. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT.— Thirty  observations  were  made  of 
factory  chimneys,  and  a  Notice  was  served  in  accordance  with 
the  Smoke  Abatement  Act,  1926,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
owners  to  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  emission  of  excessive 
smoke.  The  large  factory  concerned  has  now  removed  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  City. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911-1928.— As  no  premises  in  the  City 
come  within  the  purview  of  these  Acts,  no  action  thereunder 
was  necessary. 


Premises  Controlled  by  Bye-laws. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.— The  total  number  of  Offensive 
Trades,  as  defined  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Order  of  January, 
1913,  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  is  48,  being  made 
up  as  follows: — 
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Fish  Friers 

Tripe  Boilers 

Fellmongers 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 

Hide,  Skin  and  Fat  Dealers  . 

Gut  Scrapers 


Under  Sec. 
12  of  P.H.A. 
1875. 

Under  Ministry 
of  Health 
Order. 

Total 

14 

21 

35 

— 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 

26 

48 

Only  one  application  was  received  during  the  year  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  trade  of  a  fish  frier  and  this  was  refused. 

A  knacker  yard  at  Croft  Road  is  licensed  annually  for 
slaughtering  horses  and  cattle  not  intended  for  the  food  of 
man;  subject  to  strict  supervision  as  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  which  govern  the  conduct  of  the  trade. 

The  premises  where  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  are 
periodically  visited,  and  the  businesses  have  on  the  whole  been 
well  conducted  and  no  serious  complaints  of  nuisance  have 
been  made. 


GOMIVION  LODGING  HOUSES. — There  has  been  no  change 
during  the  year  in  the  number  or  conduct  of  the  8  Common 
Dodging  Houses  on  our  register,  which  provide  accommodation 
for  170  lodgers.  Two  of  the  houses  are  permanently  regis¬ 
tered,  whilst  the  remainder  are  registered  for  a  period  of  one 
year  only  under  Section  69  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act,  1907. 
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Inspections  are  regularly  made  to  each  of  the  houses,  and 
the  keepers  (with  one  exception)  do  their  best  to  keep  the 
houses  clean  and  in  as  good  an  order  as  their  structure  will 
permit.  Notices  and  strong  cautionary  letters  have  been  sent 
to  one  of  the  keepers. 

A  summons  was  issued  against  the  occupier  of  a  house  for 
using  a  house  as  a  common  lodging  house  without  being  regis¬ 
tered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  but  as  there  was  some  legal 
difficulty  it  was  thought  advisable  to  withdraw  the  summons. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. — The  number  of  Houses  Let 
in  Lodgings  on  our  Register  at  the  end  of  1936  was  15.  Most 
of  the  houses  are  situated  in  the  poorer  parts  of  the  City  and 
in  areas  likely  to  be  dealt  with  as  slum  clearances.  The  own¬ 
ers  have  therefore  not  been  called  upon  to  carry  out  structural 
alterations ;  but  the  premises  are  visited  periodically  to  see  that 
the  Bye-laws  as  regards  limewashing,  cleansing  of  bedding, 
separation  of  sexes,  have  been  adhered  to. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— At  the  end  of  1936 

there  were  147  on  our  Register.  During  the  year  3  Workshops 
have  been  added  and  3  struck  off,  having  given  up  or  been 
converted  into  Factories. 

One  hundred  and  twelve  inspections  have  been  made  and 
the  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out: — 
Workshops  cleansed  and  limewashed  .  .  3 

New  W.C.s  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

W.C.s  repaired  and  ventilated  . .  . .  2 

OUTWORKERS. — Lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses 
of  728  outworkers  were  received  from  occupiers  of  Factories 
and  Workshops  during  the  year.  In  February,  12  lists  with 
the  names  of  611  outworkers,  and  in  August,  12  lists  with  the 
names  of  728  outworkers,  were  received. 
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Visits  were  made  to  the  home  workers’  premises  during  the 
course  of  our  Public  Health  Inspections,  but  in  no  instances 
was  it  necessary  to  forbid  the  giving  out  of  work  because  of 
infectious  disease  in  the  household. 

BAKEHOUSES.— There  were  40  occupied  Bakehouses  in  the 
City  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these,  13  are  classed  as 
“  Factory  Bakehouses,”  and  there  are  now  no  occupied 
underground  Bakehouses  in  the  City.  There  was  one  ad¬ 
dition  during  the  year,  and  2  Bakehouses  have  been  closed. 

All  the  Bakehouses  have  been  periodically  inspected  and 
have  been  found  to  be  fairly  well  conducted.  It  seems  to  be 
a  real  difficulty  in  some  of  the  Bakehouses  to  prevent  a  certain 
amount  of  flour,  sugar,  etc.,  caking  on  the  floors.  In  3 
instances  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  was  drawn  to  the  lime¬ 
washing  of  the  Bakehouses  being  overdue. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

In¬ 

spections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

11 

2 

— 

Workshops 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

101 

3 

— 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises)  *•  ••  ••  •• 

1 

Xot^l  •  •  •  •  • 

112 

5 

— 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

(5) 

Found. 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector. 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

[  insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or  de- 

accommo-J 

fective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

dation 

not  separate  for 

^  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  Under  the  Factory 

and  Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse  (S.  101) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

[Excluding  offences  relating 

to  outwork  and  offences 

under  the  Sections  men- 

tioned 

in  the  Schedule  to 

the  Ministry  of  Health 

(Factories  and  Work- 

shops  Transfer  of  Powers) 

Order, 

1921] 

Total  . .  . . 

7 

7 

— 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises.  (Section  108.) 


Nature  of  Work. 

Instances 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel: — 

Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and  washing 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings  .  . 
Furniture  and  upholstery  . . 
Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling 

Cables  and  chains 

Anchors  and  grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents  . . 

Sacks  . . 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper,  etc.,  paper  bags 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc. 
Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christ¬ 
mas  stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

Total  •  *  .  *  •  • 

— 

— 

— 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1934. — The  work  of  the  sanitary  sections  of  this 
Act  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department ;  and  we  have  an 
arrangement  with  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
who  is  also  the  Shops  Inspector,  whereby  he  refers  to  the 
Sanitary  Department  any  matter  connected  with  the  sanitary 
sections  of  the  Act  which  may  come  to  his  notice  during  his 
visits  of  inspection. 

The  following  works  have  been  carried  out : — 

Shops  provided  with  additional  W.C.  . .  4 

Shops  provided  with  washing  facilities  . .  3 

Exceptions  granted  during  the  year  . .  . .  3 


SECTION  “D” 

Housing. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE  AND  RE-HOUSING. — In  my  report  for 
1935  I  indicated  that  as  representation  of  clearance  areas  and 
individual  unfit  houses  was  so  far  in  advance  of  re-housing,  the 
rate  of  representing  unfit  houses  had  been  slowed  down. 

The  Health  (Housing)  Sub-Committee  have  been  very  active 
in  acquiring  sites  and  have  pursued  a  vigorous  building  policy; 
so  much  so  that  during  the  year  27  new  houses  were  completed 
and  plans  have  been  accepted  for  182  houses,  many  of  which 
were  actually  being  built  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Sub- 
Committee  has  also  acquired  land  on  the  Tolladine  site  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  226  further  houses.  By  acquiring  this  site  the  Council 
had  taken  the  wise  step  of  concentrating  future  re-housing 
in  one  area,  as  the  Brickfields  Road  Site  No.  1,  Brickhelds 
Road  Site  No.  2,  and  Tolladine  Road  Site  No.  1  already  adjoin. 
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The  number  of  houses  already  condemned  and  awaiting 
demolition  was  still  ahead  of  the  number  of  new  houses  avail¬ 
able;  and  only  sufficient  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  as 
would  keep  demolition  slightly  in  advance  of  new  building,  as 
it  has  been  found  that  a  long  interval  between  the  representation 
of  unfit  houses  and  the  re-housing  of  their  occupants  is  undesir¬ 
able  :  the  landlord  has  difficulties  with  rent  arrears;  the 
Treasurer  has  difficulties  over  rate  collection;  and  the  tenants 
awaiting  re-housing  become  disgruntled  and  neglect  or  may 
even  wilfully  damage  the  houses  they  occupy. 

During  the  year  81  individual  houses  were  represented;  and 
two  further  clearance  areas  were  brought  forward :  Copenhagen 
Street  (South)  Area,  containing  29  dwelling-houses,  a  Sunday 
school,  and  various  stores  and  workshops;  and  Hylton  Road 
Area,  containing  18  dwelling-houses,  offices  and  storerooms. 
In  both  instances  the  Council  have  decided  to  acquire  the  sites. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1935. — This  Act  received  Royal  assent  on 
August  2nd,  1935;  but  whilst  certain  provisions  relating  to 
existing  housing  enactments,  consolidation  of  housing  accounts, 
establishment  of  a  housing  advisory  committee,  came  into 
force  at  once,  its  main  provisions  relating  to  overcrowding 
(and  the  Act  is  known  as  the  “  Overcrowding  Act  ”)  fell  to 
be  implemented  in  1936. 

The  Act  set  for  the  first  time  a  standard  of  overcrowding; 
and  whilst  the  standard  is  regarded  by  many  as  a  low  one,  it 
at  least  represents  a  definite  legal  minimum  which  future  legis¬ 
lation  may  raise. 

The  standard  involves  two  considerations: — 

1.  That  proper  sex  separation  of  unmarried  persons  over 
10  years  of  age  must  be  secured. 
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2.  That  houses  must  not  be  occupied  beyond  a  fixed 
standard  of  capacity. 

This  second  consideration — the  space  standard— is  fixed  by 
the  following  two  tables: — 


TABTE  I. 

The  permitted  number  of 


Where  the  house  consists  of 

persons  is 

(a) 

1  room 

2 

(b) 

2  rooms 

3 

(c) 

3  rooms 

5 

(d) 

4  rooms 

71 

1  2 

(e) 

5  rooms  or  more 

10 

with  an 

additional  2  in 

respect  of  each  room  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  5. 

(In  using  this  table,  a  room  of  less  than  50  square  feet  is  not 

counted  as  a  room.) 

TABLE  II. 

Where  a 

room  has  a  floor  area  of — - 

Persons. 

(a) 

110  square  feet  or  more 

• 

2 

(b) 

90  square  feet  but  less  than  110 

1^ 

(c) 

70  square  feet  but  less  than  90 

1 

(d) 

50  square  feet  but  less  than  70 

1 

2 

(e) 

Under  50  square  feet  .  . 

Nil 

(In  the  application  of  these  tables,  account  is  only  to  be  taken 
of  rooms  which  are  normally  used  in  the  locality  either  as  a 

living  room  or  as  a  bedroom.) 
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In  estimating  overcrowding,  a  child  between  the  ages  of  1 
and  10  years  counts  as  J  a  person,  and  a  child  under  1  year  does 
not  count  at  all. 

In  ascertaining  overcrowding,  the  table  which  shows  the 
smaller  number  of  persons  “permitted”  to  occupy  a  house  is  to 
be  applied. 

Under  the  Act  a  survey  of  all  working-class  houses  in  the 
district  had  to  be  carried  out. 

The  survey  consisted  of:— 

1.  A  preliminary  census  of  all  working-class  houses. 

2.  An  analysis  of  returns  to  discover  those  houses  probably 

overcrowded. 

3.  A  detailed  inspection  and  measurement  of  such  houses 

definitely  to  decide  to  what  extent  overcrowding,  if 
any,  is  present. 

No  indication  was  given  in  the  Act  as  to  exactly  which 
houses  should  be  covered  by  the  survey,  but  it  was  decided  to 
deal  with  houses  of  a  rateable  value  of  £30  or  less,  also  houses 
let  in  lodgings,  public-houses  with  living  accommodation,  and 
similar  buildings  which  might  have  a  rateable  value  higher 
than  £30. 

Four  part-time  enumerators  were  employed  for  the  pre¬ 
liminary  census  and  dealt  with  13,068  houses  at  the  rather 
surprising  rate  of  467  houses  per  week,  compared  with  the 
Ministry’s  estimate  of  300. 

The  results  of  the  survey  are  shown  elsewhere  in  tabular 
form.  The  actual  final  inspection  and  measurement  of  all 
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working-class  houses  in  the  area — for  under  the  Act  house 
owners  must  be  supplied  with  certificates  stating  the  number 
of  persons  permitted  to  occupy  a  house  without  causing  over¬ 
crowding — is  nearing  its  completion. 

The  survey  showed  6-88  per  cent,  of  Council  houses  over¬ 
crowded,  as  against  only  T51  per  cent,  of  privately-owned 
houses. 

This  overcrowding  in  Council  houses  would  seem  to  have  been 
disclosed  in  the  majority  of  surveys  and  is  due  to  a  number  of 
causes,  of  which  the  building  of  two-bedroomed  Council  houses 
and  the  restriction  of  the  superficial  areas  of  Council  houses — - 
making  the  third  bedroom  suitable  only  for  a  child  under  10 
- — are  the  principal.  Surreptitiously  introduced  lodgers  to 
assist  with  the  rent,  and  relatives  taken  in  to  share  the 
amenities  of  a  Council  house,  also  add  to  the  overcrowding. 

The  drawback  of  the  small  third  bedroom  was  appreciated 
when  the  1935  Act  was  in  Bill  form;  and  the  Council  at  once 
put  into  practise  my  suggestion  that  all  new  Council  houses 
should  have  their  third  bedrooms  of  an  area  greater  than  70 
square  feet. 

The  census  disclosed  that  in  Worcester  there  is  no  serious 
housing  shortage  but  rather  an  unequal  distribution  of  persons 
among  the  houses  available. 

Of  the  170  privately  owned  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded, 
41  are  due  to  be  dealt  with  as  unfit  houses  under  the  slum 
clearance  programme.  966  private  houses  and  23  Council 
houses  contained  1  person  only;  3,480  private  and  182  Council 
houses  contained  2  persons  only. 
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Were  each  house  to  contain  its  “permitted”  number  of 
occupants  there  would  be  room  in  privately  owned  houses  for 
a  further  43,565J  persons  and  in  Council  houses  for  an  extra 
3,668  persons ! 


RE-HOUSING  FOR  OVERCROWDING.— In  1931  Worcester 
population  of  50,497  was  housed  in  12,830  dwelling-houses, 
representing  3-9  persons  per  house.  By  mid-1935  the  popu¬ 
lation,  according  to  the  Registrar-General’s  figures,  had  in¬ 
creased  by  2,203;  and  during  four  years  261  Council  houses 
and  1,151  private  houses  had  been  erected;  plans  for  a  further 
700  houses  had  by  May  1936  been  accepted. 

It  is  obvious  that  private  enterprise  building  is  rapidly  over¬ 
taking  housing  shortage  in  the  City,  apart  from  the  housing  of 
large  working-class  families.  Further,  there  is  much  space 
wastage  due  to  the  occupation  of  houses  capable  of  containing 
a  greater  number  by  one  or  two  persons  only. 

The  Council  has  therefore  decided  to  proceed  cautiously  in 
its  building  programme  for  overcrowding,  and  so  far  has 
decided  to  erect  50  four-bedroomed  houses  and  30  houses  or 
flats  for  aged  couples. 


Housing  Statistics. 

•  • 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  . .  2,076 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,534 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  307 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  . .  . .  . .  . .  307 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  137 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  .  .  . .  . .  334 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  . .  268 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  19 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices: — - 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  21 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  . .  . .  . .  78 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
Notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  64 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  . .  97 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  .  .  8 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

(3)  Reconditioning  schemes  accepted  in  respect 

of  dwelling-houses  .  .  .  .  . .  28 


In  pursuance  of  action  taken  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930,  8  individual  unfit  houses  have  actually  been  de¬ 
molished  during  the  year  1936,  and  8  houses  within  declared 
clearance  areas. 


4.  Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  on 
preliminary  survey,  as  per  table  on 


pages  112  and  113: 

Private  houses  . .  . .  170 

Council  houses  . .  . .  126 

Total  . .  . .  —  296 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  335 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1,860 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
during  the  year  1936: — 

Private  houses  . .  . .  34 

Council  houses  . .  . .  2 

Total  . .  . .  . .  -  36 
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(c)  (i)  Number  of  overcrowding  cases  re¬ 
lieved  during  the  year  1936: — 

Private  houses 

Council  houses 

Total  . .  . .  . . 


5 

22 

27 


(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  at 
the  end  of  the  year: — 

Private  houses 

Council  houses 

Total 


199 

106 

305 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 
dwelling-houses  have  again  become  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over¬ 
crowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None. 


(e )  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 
overcrowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
it  desirable  to  report  .  .  .  .  See  page  57. 


The  progress  to  date  made  in  slum  clearance  since  work  was 
begun  under  the  1930  Act  is  indicated  on  the  following  sum¬ 
mary  presented  to  the  Health  Committee  on  the  1st  January, 

1937. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1830.— Summary  of  progress  made  up  to 
31st  December,  1936: — 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  under  1930  Act  and 

actually  occupied: 

A  2  type,  2  bedrooms  Barneshall  Site  . .  8 

Alma  Street  Site  . .  6 

—  14 

A  3  type,  3  bedrooms  Barneshall  Site  .  .  18 

Brickfields  Road  No.  1 .  .  26 

Brickfields  Road  No.  2.  .  15 

Tolladine  Road  No.  2  .  .  164 

Blackpole  Road  Site  .  .  24 

Martley  Road  Site  . .  12 

—  259 

A  4  type,  4  bedrooms  Martley  Road  Site  . .  6 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  279 


Number  of  unfit  houses  waiting  to  be  inspected  by 

Health  (Property  Inspection)  Sub-Committee  .  .  306 

Council  houses  in  course  of  erection,  or  where 
plans  have  been  accepted : 

Martley  Road  Site  . .  . .  .  .  . .  44 

Tunnel  Hill  Site  . .  . .  .  .  58 

Astwood  Hall  Site  . .  . .  . .  38 

Blackpole  Road  Site  No.  2  . .  . .  . .  40 

Summer  Street  Site  . .  . .  . .  2 


182 

Tolladine  Road  Site  (land  acquired,  but  plans  not 
yet  passed)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  226 


408 
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SECTION  “E” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — The  following  licences  were  issued  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order: — 

Number  of  Producers’  Licences  granted  for  the 
sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  to  retail  Pasteur¬ 
ised  Milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  granted  for  the 
sale  of  “  Certified  Milk  ”  .  .  .  .  2 

In  June,  1936,  a  new  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  came 
into  force.  Under  this  Order  the  following  three  grades  of  milk 
are  designated  for  licensing  purposes: — 

1.  Tuberculin-Tested  Milk. 

2.  Accredited  Milk. 

3.  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Tuberculin-Tested  Milk  comes  from  tuberculin-tested  cows; 
its  method  of  production  and  handling  must  be  approved  by 
the  licensing  authority;  and  it  must  comply  with  a  certain 
standard  of  cleanliness.  If  bottled  at  the  place  of  production 
it  may  be  described  as  Tuberculin-Tested  (Certified)  Milk,  and 
if  pasteurised  as  Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk. 

Accredited  Milk  must  comply  to  similar  standards  but 
regular  tuberculin  testing  of  the  cattle  is  not  required,  although 
the  cattle  must  be  examined  every  three  months  by  a  veterinary 
surgeon. 
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Pasteurised  Milk  is  milk  heated  for  half  an  hour  at  145° 
Fahrenheit  and  rapidly  cooled. 

A  high  standard  is  required  before  any  new  milk  licences  are 
issued  or  new  purveyors  registered. 

The  sale  of  bottled  milk  is  gaining  ground;  and  during  the 
past  five  years  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  handled  and 
retailed  within  the  City  have  very  greatly  improved. 

I  cannot  discover  any  appreciable  increased  consumption  of 
milk  by  citizens,  despite  the  activities  of  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  and  the  Milk  Publicity  Council.  This  is  not  surprising, 
as  an  immediate  sequel  to  the  institution  of  the  former  body 
was  an  increase  in  the  price  of  milk  in  the  City  of  Id.  a  quart. 

Throughout  the  schools  only  pasteurised  milk  is  supplied 
under  the  “Milk  in  Schools”  Scheme. 

During  the  year  26,200  gallons  were  supplied  under  this 
scheme  to  3,602  children. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  submits  the  following  details 
regarding  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  and  other  matters 
particularly  the  concern  of  his  section  of  the  department : — 

MILK.- — The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  which  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  was  59.  The  average  composition  of  the 
samples  was : — 


Fat 


3-60% 


Non-fatty  Solids 


8-93% 


and  is  well  above  the  presumptive  standard  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  viz. : — 


Fat 


3-00% 

8-50% 


Non-fatty  Solids 
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The  total  number  of  samples  of  milk  below  the  standard 
was  2. 

Sample  No.  43  contained  2-7  fat  and  8-8  non-fatty  solids 
and  was  therefore  slightly  deficient  in  fat.  A  caution  was 
issued  and  samples  taken  a  few  weeks  later  proved  genuine. 

Sample  No.  73  was  reported  to  contain  18  per  cent,  extran¬ 
eous  water;  a  sample  taken  from  the  producer  was  genuine; 
and  the  vendor  appeared  before  the  Health  Committee  and 
was  given  a  severe  caution. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. — Two  hundred  and 
thirty-five  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  City  Analyst  during 
the  year  for  bacteriological  examination,  viz. : — 

214  for  Bacteria  Count; 

21  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

All  the  latter  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  tubercu¬ 
losis. 


Bacteria  Count.  — 

With  regard 

to  the 

samples  taken  for 

Bacteria  Count,  the  following  is  a 

summary  of  the  results  of 

examinations  made  for  Coliform  Bacillus. 

Present  in 

Absent  in 

1 

i 

1  o 

i 

1  oo 

1 

1  O  1  OO 

c.c. 

C.C. 

c.c. 

c.c 

c.c.  c.c. 

Certified 

Grade  “A”  T.T. 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Milk 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Grade  “A”  Pas¬ 
teurised 

Grade  “A”  Ac¬ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

credited” 

— 

— 

155 

— 

11 

Pasteurised  Milk 

12 

1 

— 

5 

1  4 

Ordinary  Milk 

7 

5 

1 

— 

6 
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In  all  cases  where  the  presence  of  Coliform  Bacillus  was  de¬ 
tected  the  vendors  were  cautioned  and  requested  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  their  farmers  as  to  taking  more  care  in  the  production 
of  the  milk. 


The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  samples  as  regards 
bacterial  count : — 


Untreated 


Milk 

Samples 

taken. 

188 


Under 
10,000 
per  c.c. 
144 


Bacterial  Count 

Under  Under 
30,000  200,000 


per  c.c.  per  c.c. 
30  8 


Over 
200,000 
per  c.c. 
6 


Pasteurised  Milk 
Samples  taken. 

26  16  5  3  2 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1936.— At  the  end  of  1936 

there  were  on  our  Registers: — 


Cowkeepers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Dairymen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Retail  Purveyors  residing  outside  the  City  but 
who  retail  milk  inside  the  City  .  .  .  .  24 

Shopkeepers  selling  bottled  milk  .  .  .  .  23 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER.— The  following 
licences  were  issued  under  this  Order  :• — 


Pasteurised  Milk: 

Producer’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurised  4 
Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Pasteurised  3 
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Accredited  Milk: 

Producer’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Accredited  2 

Bottler’s  Licence  to  sell  milk  as  Accredited  3 

Dealer’s  Licence  (supplementary)  to  sell  milk 
as  Accredited  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Certified  Milk: 

Dealer’s  Licence  (supplementary)  to  sell  milk 
as  Certified  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

The  sale  of  bottled  milk  is  definitely  gaining  ground,  whilst 
the  retailing  of  loose  milk  is  declining.  Many  of  the  small 
shopkeepers  are  now  allowed  to  sell  “bottled  milk”  as  a  shop 
from  which  milk  is  supplied  in  unopened  receptacles  is  not  a 
dairy  within  the  meaning  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

Samples  are  taken  at  least  once  a  quarter  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  every  person  to  whom  a  licence  has  been 
granted  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk;  and  at  the  request  of 
the  Worcestershire  County  Council  samples  are  taken  each 
quarter  from  accredited  Producers  supplying  milk  to  the  dairy¬ 
men  in  the  City.  This  has  entailed  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  amount  of  work  in  the  Sanitary  Department. 

COWSHEDS.— During  the  year  1  cowshed  was  given  up, 
which  now  leaves  a  total  of  8  cowsheds  on  our  Register.  These 
cowsheds  provide  accommodation  for  190  cows. 

The  cowsheds  have  been  periodically  visited  by  the  District 
Inspector;  and  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Inspector  accompanied 
by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  examined  the  cows  in  the 
various  herds  in  the  City. 
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Eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  cows  which  the 
Veterinary  Surgeon  regarded  as  suspicious,  and  in  each  case 
the  City  Analyst  certified  the  sample  to  be  free  from  tubercu¬ 
losis. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.— Regular  visits  have  been  paid 
to  all  butchers’  shops  and  stalls,  also  to  food  and  provision 
shops,  and  generally  these  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Several  shops  have  been  fitted  with  new  fronts,  tiled  walls, 
etc.,  and  so  altered  as  to  bring  them  up  to  modern  requirements. 

Speaking  generally,  all  premises  where  products  of  the  meat 
trade  are  prepared  and  stored  for  sale  have  been  found  to  be 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
butchers  on  69  occasions  immediately  notified  your  official 
when  they  discovered  any  abnormal  conditions  in  carcases  or 
organs  during  the  process  of  slaughtering. 

With  regard  to  the  transport  and  handling,  constant  vigilance 
is  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  regulations  governing  the  trans¬ 
port  and  handling  of  meat  are  complied  with.  Many  butchers 
now  use  properly  covered  vans  for  the  transport  of  meat  from 
the  public  Abattoir  and  cold  stores.  One  carrier  has  on  several 
occasions  been  cautioned  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
cloths  arid  material  covering  the  meat. 

There  is  one  Ice  Store  in  the  City,  owned  by  a  private  com¬ 
pany,  and  at  one  time  this  structure  was  hard  pressed  to  meet 
the  demands  made  upon  it;  but  owing  to  the  installation  of 
private  plants  by  most  of  the  larger  retail  butchers,  the 
situation  has  changed,  and  there  is  now  ample  accommodation 
there  for  those  who  have  to  make  use  of  it.  This  cold  store  is 
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constantly  being  visited  by  yonr  officials,  both  for  inspecting 
the  goods  deposited  there,  but  more  particularly  to  inspect  and 
examine  carcases  of  imported  mutton  for  the  detection  of 
Lymphadenitis. 

Twenty-four  notifications  of  slaughter  were  received  during 
the  year  from  pig  feeders  who  desired  to  kill  pigs  on  their  own 
premises,  and  the  carcases  of  30  pigs  were  inspected. 

All  the  meat  stalls  in  the  City  are  situated  in  a  covered 
market  controlled  by  the  Markets  Committee,  and  the  majority 
of  meat  on  sale  at  these  stalls  is  either  imported  or  has  been 
killed  and  inspected  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. — No  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  number  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City 
during  the  past  year,  there  still  being  19  registered  and  1 
licensed. 

To  facilitate  the  work  of  inspection  the  City  has  been 
divided  into  three  parts:  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  having 
12  slaughterhouses  under  his  supervision;  Mr.  P.  L.  Parsons  4, 
and  Mr.  H.  Jackson,  4  slaughterhouses.  All  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  visited  at  least  once  a  week  when  slaughtering  is 
in  progress,  and  the  meat  of  the  animals  after  slaughter  is 
inspected  as  far  as  possible. 

The  Bye-laws  relating  to  periodical  limewashing  of  the 
walls  and  the  removal  of  refuse,  etc.,  have  been  well  carried 
out,  and  as  far  as  possible,  in  view  of  the  structural  defects 
existing,  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  and 
Meat  Regulations  have  been  complied  with. 

Sixty-nine  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  from 
butchers  concerning  animals  which  on  slaughter  were  found 
to  be  in  a  diseased  or  unsound  condition. 
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HUMANE  SLAUGHTERING.— At  the  Public  Slaughter¬ 
houses  the  Cash  Captive  Bolt  Pistol  is  still  used  for  the  pre¬ 
liminary  stunning  of  cattle  and  large  pigs,  and  the  Electro- 
lethaler  for  all  other  animals.  This  procedure  has  been 
carried  out  for  the  past  four  years. 

There  has  been  only  one  Electro-lethaler  installed  at  the 
private  slaughterhouses,  and  the  Cash  Captive  Bolt  Pistol  is 
the  instrument  used  on  all  other  animals.  Each  method  has 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  slaughtermen  must  now  possess  a  licence  issued  by  the 
Local  Authority  before  they  may  slaughter  or  stun  any  animal, 
and  during  the  year  93  licences  were  issued  by  this  Department. 

PUBLIC  SLAUGHTERHOUSES.— As  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  return,  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  use  of 
the  Public  Slaughterhouses,  and.  this  was  due  to  one  of  our 
butchers  slaughtering  weekly  for  the  wholesale  markets  at 
Birmingham. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  the  previous  four  years : — 


To 

March 

31st 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Beasts  slaughtered 

2,366 

2,248 

2,292 

2,650 

3,236 

Sheep 

15,996 

15,748 

13,083 

12,415 

16,317 

Calves 

634 

918 

935 

757 

717 

Pigs 

5,688 

4,310 

4,370 

4,861 

4,759 

24,736 

23,224 

20,680 

20,683 

25,029 

Amount  received 

for  slaughtering 

£762 

£697 

£651 

£694 

£811 
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The  Manager,  Mr.  G.  W.  Glendenning,  who  is  a  qualified 
Meat  Inspector,  keeps  the  premises  well  under  control  and 
exercises  supervision  over  the  animals  slaughtered. 

Mr.  Ralph  Taylor,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  attends  the 
slaughterhouses  each  morning,  and  all  animals  and  internal 
organs  are  examined  before  removal  from  the  slaughterhouses 
in  accordance  with  Memo.  62  Foods  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. — During  the  year  the  following  food  has 
been  destroyed  as  being  diseased  or  unwholesome,  viz. : — 

Tuberculosis : — 


Cattle 

41  carcases  and  organs. 

86  heads  and  tongues 

36  all  organs. 

128  lungs. 

Pigs 

11  carcases  and  organs. 

154  heads  and  tongues. 

35  all  organs. 

Calves 

5  carcases  and  organs. 

Other  Diseases: — 

Cattle 

11  carcases  and  organs. 

8  heads  and  tongues. 

3  all  organs. 

17  lungs 

75  livers. 

Sheep 

19  carcases  and  organs. 

42  livers. 

11  lungs. 
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Pigs 

27  carcases  and  organs. 

58  all  organs. 

Calves 

11  carcases  and  organs. 

1  organs. 

Frozen  Meat 

118  lbs. 

Fish 

1120  lbs. 

Rabbits 

6  lbs. 

Various  tins  of 

Fruit,  Fish, 
Condensed 
Milk,  etc. .  .  28  lbs. 


The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  was 
22  tons  1  cwts.  2  qrs.  —  lbs.  All  the  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  respective  owners. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928.— The 

total  number  of  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the 
Analyst  during  the  year  was  182,  made  up  as  follows: — 

Taken  under  Act  in  a  formal  manner  .  .  98 

Test  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84 

Of  the  98  samples  taken  under  the  Act,  96  were  certified  to 
be  genuine  and  2  adulterated ;  and  all  the  84  test  samples  were 
genuine. 

The  following  table  gives  comparisons  with  the  three 
previous  years  of  samples  taken,  adulterations,  etc. : — 


1933  1934  1935  1936 


Formal.  Informal. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Formal.  Informal. 

Formal. 

Informal 

Analysis 

103  82 

101 

79 

100  80 

98 

84 

Adulterated  .  . 

Adulterated 

8  — 

2 

6 

10 

2 

per  cent.  .  . 

7-76%  — 

1-98% 

7-59% 

10-0%  — 

2-04% 

— 
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CREAM. — Five  samples  of  Cream  (2  tinned  and  3  fresh)  were 
taken  during  the  year,  and  they  were  all  certified  to  be  free 
from  preservatives. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN  FOOD) 

R  E  G  U  L  AT  1 0  N  S.— Included  in  the  182  samples  sent  to  the  City 
Analyst  were  samples  of  Food  taken  under  the  above  Regu¬ 
lations,  viz. : — 


Sauce  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Lemon  Curd  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Lemonade  Powder  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Salad  Cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Mayonnaise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Candied  Peel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Swiss  Roll  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Chicken,  Ham  and  Tongue  Roll  .  .  .  .  1 

Galantine  of  Tongue  and  Turkey  .  .  .  .  1 

Mineral  Water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Blanc-mange  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sausage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Pickles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Jam  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  •  1 

Polony  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste  .  .  .  .  1 

Calves’  Feet  Jelly  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Dried  Fruit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

— Eight  samples  of  Condensed  Milk  were  submitted  for  analysis, 
and  in  each  case  the  samples  conformed  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Regulations  and  were  properly  labelled. 
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MILK. — Of  the  61  samples  of  Milk  taken  during  the  year,  2 
were  reported  against  as  adulterated.  Particulars  of  the  action 
taken  are  given  under  a  previous  heading  in  this  report. 

1936.  SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  ANALYSIS. 


Under  Act.  Test. 


Milk 

.  .  59 

2 

Milk,  Condensed 

.  .  — 

8 

Butter 

15 

8 

Honey 

2 

— 

Margarine 

2 

— 

Lard 

5 

— 

Sausage 

7 

— 

Jam 

1 

1 

Polony 

1 

— 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste  .  . 

1 

— 

Pickles 

3 

— 

Calves’  Feet  Jelly 

1 

— 

Dried  Fruit 

1 

— 

Boracic  Ointment 

.  .  — 

3 

Flowers  of  Sulphur 

. .  — 

2 

Camphorated  Oil 

. .  — 

2 

Mercury  Ointment 

.  .  — 

2 

Olive  Oil 

.  .  — 

2 

Iodine 

.  .  — 

2 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

. .  — 

1 

Quinine 

.  .  — 

2 

Zinc  Ointment 

.  .  — 

1 

Glycerine 

.  .  — 

1 

77 


Cream 

Under  Act.  Test 
-  5 

Sweets 

.  .  -  4 

Sauce 

.  .  -  1 

Pepper 

.  .  -  2 

Egg  Powder 

.  .  -  1 

Baking  Powder 

.  .  -  1 

Custard  Powder 

.  .  -  1 

Treacle 

.  .  -  2 

Lemon  Curd 

.  .  -  2 

Lemonade  Powder 

.  .  -  2 

Cornflour 

.  .  -  1 

Sardines 

.  .  -  2 

Salad  Cream 

.  .  -  2 

Mayonnaise 

.  .  -  1 

Candied  Peel 

.  .  -  2 

Pearl  Barley 

.  .  -  2 

Icing  Sugar 

.  .  -  1 

Swiss  Roll 

.  .  -  2 

Chicken,  Ham  and  Tongue 

.  .  -  1 

Orange  Quash 

.  .  -  1 

Chocolate 

.  .  -  2 

Galantine  of  Turkey 

.  .  -  1 

Aerated  Water 

.  .  -  1 

Blanc-mange 

.  .  -  1 

Gin 

.  .  -  1 

Whisky 

.  .  -  1 

Self-raising  Llour 

.  .  -  2 

Plain  Llour 

-  2 

98 


84 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926.  During 
the  year  the  following  samples  have  been  taken  from  various 
corn  and  seed  merchants  in  the  City,  viz. : — 

Fertilisers : — 

Garden  Fertiliser  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  1 


2  samples. 


Feeding  Stuffs: — 

Dairy  Cobs  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Cotton  Cake  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Calf  Meal  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Sow  and  Weaners  Meal  .  .  .  .  1 

Feeding  Cobs  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ration  for  Pigs  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

White  and  Fish  Meal  .  .  .  .  1 


7  samples. 


In  each  case  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Analyst  to  be 
up  to  the  standard  mentioned  on  the  statutory  statement  given 
on  the  article  or  posted  in  the  shop  or  warehouse. 

PU  BLIC  BATHS. — The  Council  riverside  baths  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Health  Committee. 

They  have,  during  the  season,  been  extensively  used,  as  there 
is  one  free  section  and  only  a  nominal  charge  is  made  for  the 
other  section.  The  Committee  also  grant  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  pavilion  to  the  Education  Committee  from  10  a.m.  to 
4  p.m.  on  school  days  for  scholars  of  the  elementary  schools. 
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Under  the  tuition  of  the  attendants  and  teachers  it  is  sur¬ 
prising  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  who  have  learned  to  swim 

Messrs.  Park’s  open-air  baths  are  privately  owned;  they  have 
been  modernized  with  adequate  filtration  plant  and  heating 
apparatus  complete.  Samples  of  water  taken  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  by  the  City  Analyst  have  proved 
satisfactory. 

Rat  Campaign. 

1st  January ,  1937. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  I  submit  herewith  particulars  of  the 
efforts  made  by  your  Health  Department  in  connection  with  the 
suppression  of  rats  in  the  City  during  the  past  year. 

As  food  destructors  and  disease  carriers,  rats  are  one  of  the 
greatest  pests  with  which  this  country  has  to  contend.  Proof 
of  the  gravity  of  the  situation  is  that  the  Government  organise 
every  year  a  rat  week;  during  this  period  special  attention  is 
given  to  the  problem  of  the  menace  and  an  intensive  campaign 
is  conducted  to  destroy  as  many  as  may  be  possible  in  the 
specified  time. 

This  does  not  mean  that  there  is  any  diminution  in  the 
energy  with  which  this  problem  is  tackled  during  the  rest  of 
the  year,  for  your  officials  are  ever  ready  to  adopt  extermina¬ 
tion  methods  or  to  advise  householders  how  to  proceed  when 
their  houses  become  infested. 

Since  the  year  1919,  when  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 
Act  came  into  force,  your  Committee  have  adopted  a  definite 
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policy  and  offered  a  small  reward  for  every  rat  killed  in  the 
City  and  brought  to  the  Health  Department. 

This  practice  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year,  the 
fee  per  rat  being  fourpence.  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
following  figures  prove  that  your  policy  has  been  efficacious : — 

Number  of  rats  brought  to  Health  Office  during  the  past 
five  years: — 

1932  1933  1934  1935  1936 

11,089  11,635  12,734  12,429  12,961 

Since  our  campaign  started  in  1919,  104,151  rats  have  been 
accounted  for. 

As  usual,  we  exerted  extra  efforts  during  National  Rat  Week. 
Insertions  were  made  in  the  local  Press;  posters  were  exhibited 
in  conspicuous  parts  of  the  City;  cages  and  traps  were  loaned; 
and  extra  baits  were  laid  in  the  main  sewers.  The  result  was 
that  a  record  number  of  601  rats  for  the  week  was  attained; 
the  highest  individual  catches  being  71,  63,  and  41,  for  which 
special  prizes  were  given. 

In  addition  to  the  monetary  grant,  the  following  steps  have 
also  been  taken  by  the  Health  Department  to  trace  the  places 
and  sources  of  infestation : — 

1.  By  the  inspection  of  premises  on  complaints  being  made 
as  to  the  presence  of  rats;  testing  the  drains  by  means 
of  the  smoke  test ;  calling  on  the  owners  of  the  premises 
to  make  good  any  defects  found  in  the  drainage  system 
and  also  to  take  steps  to  make  the  premises  ratproof. 


81 


2.  By  the  loan  of  rat  cages  and  the  giving  of  poisons  and 
rat  lime  where  traps  were  found  useless.  (The  latter 
plan  is  only  adopted  when  there  is  no  danger  of  other 
animals  having  access  to  the  poison  baits.) 

3.  The  baiting  of  sewers. 

It  is  only  by  the  continual  and  concentrative  efforts  of  all 
concerned  that  the  rat  menace  can  be  kept  in  check. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RALPH  TAYLOR, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Canal  Boats  Acts. 

2nd  February,  1937. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

In  compliance  with  Section  3  of  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  1884, 
I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  work  done 
under  the  above  Acts  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1936. 

Twenty-seven  inspections  of  canal  boats  have  been  made; 
and,  as  a  whole,  the  boats  were  found  to  be  in  good  repair  and, 
with  one  exception,  the  cabins  were  kept  in  a  clean  and  whole¬ 
some  condition. 
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The  infringement  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  were  equal  to 
14*9  per  cent,  of  the  boats  examined.  The  following  show  the 
nature  of  the  contraventions  found,  viz. : — 

Boats  out  of  repair  and  requiring  repainting  .  .  1 

Cabins  not  in  a  clean  condition  .  .  .  .  1 

Females  over  12  improperly  occupying  cabins  1 
Cabins  overcrowded  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

The  usual  complaint  notice  to  the  owner  or  master  had  the 
desired  effect  of  remedying  the  defects.  The  case  of  over¬ 
crowding  was  caused  by  the  parents,  during  the  school  holidays, 
taking  an  extra  boy  on  the  trip;  and  the  female  over  12  im¬ 
properly  occupying  cabin  was  taking  up  a  situation  at  Birming¬ 
ham  and  the  parents  were  giving  their  daughter  a  lift  to  save 
railway  expenses. 

I  have  been  in  communication  with  the  owners  of  several 
of  the  tankers  which  carry  petrol  to  the  large  depots  in  the 
City,  with  regard  to  providing  better  facilities  for  cooking  and 
heating  the  cabins.  Owing  to  the  stringent  regulations 
governing  these  vessels,  which  carry  some  60,000  gallons  of 
petrol,  it  is  difficult  to  have  heating  arrangements  sufficient  to 
keep  the  cabins  dry. 

The  total  number  of  persons  on  the  boats  were  found  to  be 
42  men,  10  women  and  9  children.  Three  of  the  children  were 
under  5  years  of  age,  and  9  between  5  and  12  years.  The  total 
registered  accommodation  was  for  81  adults;  the  actual  number 
of  occupants  equals  58  adults,  two  children  under  12  years 
being  counted  as  one  person. 
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At  the  end  of  1936  there  were  126  boats  on  our  register.  Of 
this  number,  I  believe  42  to  be  in  use  or  available  for  use,  and 
84  boats  which  have  not  been  heard  of  or  met  with  for  some 
years  and  are  therefore  presumed  to  be  untraceable. 

No  application  for  registration  has  been  received  throughout 
the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RALPH  TAYLOR, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SECTION  “F” 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 

DIPHTHERIA.  During  the  year  the  incidence  of  diph¬ 
theria  continued  above  normal,  but  the  cases  were  much  below 
the  number  dealt  with  in  1935. 

Including  County  patients,  152  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital  ;  and  of  these,  10  died,  giving  a  case 
mortality  rate  of  6-65  per  cent. 

Diphtheria  is  easily  curable  if  taken  in  time ;  and  the  bulk  of 
deaths  from  diphtheria  can  be  labelled  “preventable.”  Diph¬ 
theria  deaths  follow  delay  in  diagnosis  and  treatment,  and 
should  be  extremely  rare;  actually,  some  2,000  children  die 
each  year  from  the  disease  in  England  and  Wales. 
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Immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  been  actively  prose¬ 
cuted  during  the  year  in  an  endeavour  to  reduce  the  disease 
or  lessen  its  severity  in  the  person  attacked  (for  immunisation 
does  not  guarantee  100  per  cent,  protection  against  diphtheria). 

Since  immunisation  was  started  last  year,  2,458  children 
have  been  dealt  with.  The  statistics  regarding  immunisation 
are  shown  below. 

Total  number  of  children  completing  course  of 

three  injections  .  .  .  .  .  .  2458 

Number  of  children  failing  to  complete  the 

course  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  84 

Number  of  children  immunised  by  private 

practitioners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Number  of  immunised  children  developing 

mild  attacks  of  diphtheria  .  .  .  .  16 

During  the  year  no  single  child  immunised  against  diphtheria 
died  from  the  disease  or  sustained  a  severe  attack. 


SCARLET  FEVER. — Scarlet  fever  cases  notified  were  107, 
compared  with  143  last  year;  and  of  these,  all  except  6  were 
treated  in  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

MEASLES. — Four  children  died  from  measles:  a  much  more 
serious  condition  than  scarlet  fever,  but  not  at  present  notifi¬ 
able.  Nine  City  and  3  County  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital;  and  of  these,  2  died  from  broncho-pneu¬ 


monia. 
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SMALLPOX.— No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  within  the  City, 
nor  were  any  patients  admitted  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital  as 
suspect  cases. 

INFLUENZA. — Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  wave  of 
influenza  reached  the  City,  and  very  many  people  were  affected 
by  the  disease,  which  in  the  main  was  of  the  respiratory  type 
and  mild  in  character. 

Of  the  7  deaths  attributed  to  it,  2  were  in  middle-aged 
persons,  and  the  rest  occurred  among  the  more  elderly.  The 
customary  Health  Department  announcements  were  pub¬ 
lished,  giving  advice  regarding  the  prevention  of  the  disease 
and  indicating  facilities  for  public  medical  treatment. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  incidence  of  all  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year : — - 


Scarlet  Fever 


Cases  notified. 

107 


Diphtheria 


129 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


11 


Puerperal  Fever 


1 


Erysipelas 


9 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  . 


10 


Typhoid  Fever 


3 


Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 


27 


Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 


1 
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Cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  among  school  children 
are  tabulated  as  follows: — 


School. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Total. 

British 

— 

— 

— 

Cherry  Orchard 

2 

2 

4 

Comer  Gardens 

— 

— 

— 

Holy  Trinity 

— 

2 

2 

Hound's  Lane 

— 

2 

2 

Red  Hill . 

1 

2 

3 

Stanley  Road 

1 

5 

6 

St.  Barnabas 

5 

12 

17 

St.  Clement  .  . 

8 

2 

10 

St.  George,  Claines 

6 

— 

6 

St.  George,  R.C. 

— 

1 

1 

St.  John 

7 

23 

30 

St.  Martin  .  . 

4 

1 

5 

St.  Mary 

— 

St.  Nicholas 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Paul 

1 

5 

6 

St.  Peter 

2 

2 

4 

St.  Stephen  .  . 

11 

3 

14 

Rose  Hill  Open  Air 

— 

2 

2 

Gorse  Hill 

1 

6 

7 

* 

Christopher  Whitehead 

1 

— 

1 

Junior  Commercial  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

Samuel  Southall 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  .  . 

53 

70 

123 
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CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION.  —  During  the  year  the 
following  disinfection  steps  were  carried  out;  bedding  being 
taken  to  the  hospital  with  the  patient  in  a  special  compartment 
of  the  ambulance  and  disinfected  in  the  new  Thresh  disinfector. 

355  rooms  disinfected  and  163  lots  of  bedding  stoved  after 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

54  houses  or  143  rooms  were  fumigated  in  connection  with 
disinfestation. 

CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. — The  year  was  again  a  busy 
one  at  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  although  less  heavy  than  in 
1935.  In  addition  to  the  46  beds  for  tuberculosis  patients,  the 
infectious  diseases  beds  are  available  on  request  for  patients 
from  the  southern  part  of  the  County. 

The  minimum  number  of  patients  at  any  time  was  58,  and 
the  maximum  86;  the  average  throughout  the  year  being  74. 

The  table  of  admissions  and  discharges  shows  that  there 
has  been  considerable  variety  in  the  infectious  diseases  cases 
admitted.  This  has  given  useful  experience  to  the  nursing 
staff;  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  temporary 
recognition  of  the  hospital  as  a  training  centre  was  earlier 
withdrawn  on  the  grounds  that  the  hospital  admitted  an  in¬ 
sufficient  number  and  variety  of  cases. 

There  is  at  present  a  shortage  of  nurses,  and  it  is  my  personal 
opinion  that  the  present  policy  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
is  not  calculated  to  lessen  that  shortage. 

A  succession  of  accidents,  illness  and  operations  kept  the 
staff  below  full  strength  practically  throughout  the  year. 
Under  these  circumstances  their  work  is  especially  appreciated. 

Despite  the  fact  that  no  items  of  diet  are  bought  through 
competitive  tender,  the  food  costs  averaged  only  Is.  3Jd.  per 
head  per  day  for  all  patients  and  staff. 
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CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 
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CANCER.  —  Deaths  from  cancer  totalled  99.  No  special 
facilities  for  the  early  detection  and  treatment  of  cancer  have 
as  yet  been  provided  by  the  Local  Authority.  Facilities  for 
treatment,  including  radium,  are  available  at  the  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  cancer  deaths  among  City 
residents  are  set  out  below. 


Year. 

1927 

Deaths. 

73 

Percentage 
of  total 

deaths. 

1M 

Percentage 
of  total 
population. 

•143 

1928 

103 

12-7 

•196 

1929 

88 

12-9 

•167 

1930 

70 

1T5 

•133 

1931 

85 

12-1 

•167 

1932 

85 

11*8 

•163 

1933 

87 

12-5 

•166 

1934 

92 

120 

•175 

1935 

94 

130 

•178 

1936 

99  . : 

13-5 

•187 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. — Towards  the  prevention  of 
blindness  the  Council  provides  for  free  treatment  of  cases  of 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  at  the  local  Eye  Hospital. 

A  good  deal  of  preventive  work  is  also  secured  through  the 
agency  of  the  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics;  cases  being 
referred,  if  necessary,  to  the  Eye  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis. 

MOTIROATION. — Sixty-nine  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  all 
forms  were  notified ;  and  a  further  9  cases — particulars  of  which 
are  given  in  the  “Supplemental  Return”  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Statistics — came  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
without  previous  notification. 

Ten  deaths  from  tuberculosis  occurred  within  six  months  of 
notification;  the  varying  periods  being  shown  on  the  appro¬ 
priate  table  at  the  end  of  this  section. 

To-day  the  early  case  of  phthisis  (tuberculosis  of  the  lungs) 
has  a  very  reasonable  prospect  of  cure,  so  that  early  diagnosis 
is  a  most  important  consideration. 

Too  many  cases  are  still  first  notified  by  the  time  an  advanced 
stage  of  the  disease  has  been  reached. 

Among  causes  of  delayed  notification  is  the  reluctance  of 
some  patients  with  a  chest  complaint  to  risk  having  their  worst 
fears  regarding  consumption  confirmed.  Such  patients,  even 
when  there  may  be  a  family  history  of  tuberculosis,  will  often 
delay  obtaining  advice  until  the  ravages  of  untreated  disease 
force  them,  too  late,  to  seek  advice. 

DEATHS. — The  number  of  deaths  was  31,  of  which  2  had 
not  previously  been  notified. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  any  one 
year,  and  is  very  heartening  to  those  engaged  in  the  difficult 
and  often  depressing  task  of  eradicating  tuberculosis. 

Throughout  the  country  appreciable  progress  in  this  task  is 
being  made.  Twenty-three  thousand  fewer  people  die  each 
year  from  tuberculosis  than  died  forty  years  ago. 
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With  improved  housing  and  working  conditions,  and  particu¬ 
larly  a  raised  standard  of  living  reinforcing  tuberculosis  schemes, 
still  further  reduction  in  the  death  rate  may  be  looked  for. 


EXTENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. — The  number  of  persons  on 
the  notification  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  306,  com¬ 
pared  with  283  for  1935. 

Many  of  the  306  are  leading  useful  and  happy  lives,  but  have 
not  been  written  off  the  register  as  "cured”  as  no  consumptive 
is  considered  finally  cured  until  five  years  after  acute  active 
disease  has  subsided. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY.— The  work  of  the  Tubercu¬ 
losis  Dispensary  is  shown  in  tables  at  the  end  of  this  section. 
Two  afternoon  and  one  evening  sessions  are  held  each  week. 
The  Dispensary  is  consultative,  diagnostic,  and  supervisory; 
practically  no  actual  treatment  being  undertaken  at  the 
premises,  which  are  far  from  suitable  for  this  class  of  medical 
work. 

VISITING. — One  whole-time  nurse  is  engaged  solely  upon 
tuberculosis  work  and,  in  addition  to  visiting  patients,  attends 
the  Dispensary  and  does  after-care  work  for  the  After-Care 
Committee. 

During  the  year  she  made  3,368  visits  to  patients  in  their 
homes. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. — The  dentist,  Mr.  Matley  Moore, 
treated  56  patients,  who  made  104  attendances. 


92 


ARTIFICIAL  PNEUMOTHORAX. — Patients  requiring  this 
form  of  treatment  are  normally  dealt  with  as  in-patients  at  the 
Sanatorium;  those  requiring  to  continue  with  refills  after 
leaving  the  Sanatorium  attend  there  as  out-patients  by 
appointment. 

During  the  year  this  form  of  treatment  was  given  to  6  cases. 

APPLIANCES. — Artificial  dentures  were  supplied  to  patients 
in  three  instances;  and  special  splints  for  use  by  out-patients 
in  three  instances. 

FINSEN  LIGHT  TREATMENT.  —  One  female  patient, 
hideously  disfigured  by  lupus,  which  treatment  elsewhere  had 
been  unable  to  check,  was  sent,  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee,  to  the  Finsen  Light  Department 
of  the  London  Hospital. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925  (Section  62).  — It  was  not 

found  necessary  to  remove  any  patient  compulsorily  to  a 
sanatorium  under  this  Section.  Disclosure  of  the  powers  con¬ 
ferred  by  this  Section  does,  however,  sometimes  induce  a 
reluctant  patient  to  accept  sanatorium  treatment. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. — It  was  not  found  necessary,  under 
these  Regulations,  to  prohibit  from  working  any  tubercular 
person  engaged  in  the  handling  of  milk. 

Sanatorium  Treatment. 

CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.— Fifty  -three  pulmonary  cases 
and  10  non-pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to  the  tuberculosis 
wards  of  the  City  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Fourteen  cases  were  admitted  for  observation;  and  8  non- 
pulmonary  County  patients  were  also  treated. 

Fourteen  patients  were  admitted  to  the  eight  beds  reserved 
for  City  cases  at  Knightwick  sanatorium. 

At  no  time  during  the  year  was  there  any  appreciable  waiting 
list,  nor  was  there  delay  in  securing  sanatorium  treatment  for 
new  cases. 

Sanatorium  treatment  is  supplemented  by  Artificial  Pneumo¬ 
thorax  controlled  by  X-ray  observations;  and  by  gold  in¬ 
jection  treatment,  Sanocrysin  being  given. 

Particulars  of  admissions,  discharges,  etc.,  are  given  in 
tabular  form  at  the  end  of  this  section. 


TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER-CARE  COMMITTEE.  —  The 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  Tuberculosis  Nurse  are  all  members  of  this  Committee  and 
have  intimate  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  all  cases 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.  From 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  After-Care  Committee, 
who  is  also  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Health  Department,  I  have  ex¬ 
tracted  the  following  particulars  regarding  the  activities  of  the 
Committee: — 

Extra  Nourishment: 

4,402  pints  of  milk  to  21  patients. 

137  pounds  of  butter  to  6  patients. 

1,042  eggs  to  6  patients. 
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Clothing: 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  articles  of  clothing  have 
been  given  to  patients  or  their  dependents  during 
the  year.  The  sum  of  £29  Os.  9d.  has  been  expended 
on  ready-made  garments  or  clothing  material. 

Home  Life: 

Many  tuberculosis  patients  who  have  been  living  under 
overcrowded  conditions  or  in  unfit  houses  have  been 
re-housed  in  new  Council  houses  during  the  year. 

The  Committee  have  also  considered  the  provision  of 
“Home  Help”  assistance  to  married  women  (es¬ 
pecially  mothers)  after  discharge  from  sanatoria,  in 
order  that  they  may  take  rest  from  their  household 
duties,  which  is  often  advised  by  the  private  doctor 
in  attendance.  Any  cases  recommended  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  in  this  respect  will  now  auto¬ 
matically  receive  such  “Home  Help”  assistance. 

Convalescence : 

During  the  year  2  female  patients  have  been  sent  by 
this  Committee  to  the  Hahnemann  Convalescent 
Home,  Bournemouth,  for  a  course  of  convalescent 
treatment;  the  whole  of  the  expenses  being  de¬ 
frayed. 

Propaganda : 

The  After-Care  Committee  were  advised  to  participate 
in  the  sale  of  small  Christmas  seals  to  fix  to  letters, 
Christmas  parcels,  etc.  A  small  sub-committee  was 
formed  to  deal  with  the  sale,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
report  that  as  a  result  of  the  seal  sale,  a  surplus  of 
over  £23  was  realised. 
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OCCUPATIONAL 

MORTALITY 

is  indicated  in  the 

table 

below: — 

Males. 

Females. 

Coal  Merchant 

1 

Spinsters 

1 

Clerks 

2 

Housewives 

6 

Labourers  .  . 

6 

Child 

3 

Publican 

1 

Clerk 

1 

Carpenter  .  . 

1 

Shop  Assistant 

1 

Storekeeper 

1 

Laundry  Hand 

1 

Fruiterer 

1 

Machinist  .  . 

1 

Glover 

1 

Widows 

2 

Butler 

1 

15  16 


Ten  deaths  occurred  within  six  months  of  notification;  the 
varying  periods  being  shown  below: — 


Death  occurring  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


within — 

M. 

F. 

Total.  M. 

F. 

Total. 

1  week 

1 

— 

—  .  .  — 

1 

1 

2  weeks 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3  weeks 

— 

— 

—  .  .  — 

— 

— 

4  weeks 

— 

— 

—  .  .  — 

— 

— 

2  months 

— 

— 

—  .  .  — 

— 

— 

3  months 

— 

2 

2  .  .  - 

— 

— 

6  months 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 
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Table  1. 

TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 


Return  showing  the  Work  of  the  Dispensary  (or  Dispensaries)  during  the  year  1936 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

T3  • 

Diagnosis. 

Adults. 

Children 

Adults. 

Children- 

Adults. 

Children. 

g 

aJ  4->. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Oh 

A. — New  Cases  ex¬ 
amined  during  the 
year  (excluding 

contacts) : — 

(a)  Definitely 
Tuberculous  .  . 

22 

22 

1 

3 

5 

5 

22 

25 

6 

5 

58 

(b )  Diagnosis  not 
completed  .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

4 

(c)  Non-Tubercu- 
lous 

6 

17 

11 

10 

44 

B. — Contacts  ex¬ 

amined  during  the 
year: — 

(a)  Definitely 
Tuberculous  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 
completed 

1 

1 

(c)  Non-Tubercu- 
lous 

12 

15 

22 

9 

81 

C. — Cases  written 

off  the  Dispensary 
Register  as:— 

(a)  Recovered  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

(b)  Non-Tubercu- 
lous  (including 
any  such  cases 
previously  diag¬ 
nosed  &  entered 
on  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  as 
Tuberculous)  .  . 

26 

38 

35 

21 

120i 

D. — Number  of 
Cases  on  Dispen¬ 
sary  Register  on 
December  31st: — 
(a)  Definitely 
Tuberculous  .  . 

101 

90 

3 

1 

14 

32 

16 

17 

115 

122 

19 

18 

274 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 
completed 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

2 

9 

1 

— 

5i 
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1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on  January 

1st  ...  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  269 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and 

cases  returned  after  discharge  under  Head  3  in 
previous  years  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas,  cases 

not  desiring  further  assistance  under  the  scheme, 
and  cases  “lost  sight  of”  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all  causes)  31 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (includ¬ 

ing  Contacts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  782 

6.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary 

Treatment  on  the  31st  December  .  .  .  .  13 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with  medical  prac¬ 

titioners  : — - 

(a)  Personal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

(b)  Other  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  homes 

(including  personal  consultations)  .  .  .  .  38 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to 

homes  for  Dispensary  purposes  .  .  .  .  3368 

10.  Number  of: — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined  .  .  73 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made  ..  ..  81 

in  connection  with  Dispensary  work. 

11.  Number  of  “Recovered”  cases  restored  to  Dispen¬ 

sary  Register,  and  included  in  A  (a)  and  A  (b) 
above  ..  ••  ..  ..  ..  1 

12.  Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  Dispensary  Regis¬ 

ter  on  December  31st  . .  . .  . .  107 
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Extract  from  Circular  939,  dated  13 th  December ,  1928  (adapted 

to  relate  to  the  year  1935j. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1936. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from 


the  disease  in  the  Area  during  1936. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

- 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonarv. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5  .  . 

2 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  .  . 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15  .  . 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

20  .  . 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  .  . 

4 

9 

— 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

35  .  . 

6 

1 

1 

— 

5 

3 

— 

— 

45  .  . 

4 

2 

— 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

55  .  . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total  .  . 

26 

28 

3 

10 

15 

14 

— 

2 

Non-Notified  Deaths,  2.  Ratio,  1  to  15-5. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total 

Cases. 

Number  of  cases 
remaining  .31st 
Dec.  1936 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

116 

102 

218 

30 

58 

88 

306 

Number  of  cases 
removed  by 
reason  inter 
alia  of: — 

1.  Withdrawal 
of  notification 

2.  Recovery 
from  disease 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3.  Death 

17 

14 

31 

1 

3 

4 

35 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 
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Total 

Notifica¬ 

tions. 

oo  oo  co  o 

CN  (N  1— i 

Formal  Notifications. 

Primary  Notifications. 

Total 

all 

ages. 

26 

28 

3 

10 

65 

and  up¬ 
wards. 
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„  Females  . . 
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„  Females 

Return. 
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Total 

Cases. 

H  <M  1  CO 

65 

and  up¬ 
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Age  Groups. 

Pulmonary — Males  .  . 
„  Females 

Non  -  Pulmon  ary — Males 
„  Females 
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Death  Returns — From  local  Registrars 

„  Transferable  deaths  from  Registrar-General 

Posthumous  notifications 

“Transfers”  from  other  areas  (other  than  transferable  deaths) 
Other  sources,  if  any  (specify) 


Comparison  of  notifications  and  deaths  with  the  past  twenty  years  is  shown  below;  and  the  death 
rate  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  viz.: — 
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(G)  Return  showing  the  Immediate  Results  of  Treatment  of  Definitely1 
Tuberculous  Patients  Discharged  during  the  year  from  Institutions; 

APPROVED  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. — During  the  year  Mr.  Tom  Bates 
relinquished  his  position  as  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinic;  his  position  being  filled  by  Mr.  Mark 
Bates,  f.r.c.s. 

During  the  year  discussions  took  place  between  the  City  and 
County  Authorities  and  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  represen¬ 
tatives  with  a  view  to  improving  the  efficiency  of  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinic,  which,  held  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary, 
caters  for  City  and  County  patients. 

The  following  matters  were  decided  upon : — - 

1.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  all  specimens  from 

City  cases  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary  by  the  Pathologist,  instead  of  at  Birming¬ 
ham  as  previously. 

2.  The  provision  of  a  male  orderly. 

3.  Dispensing  of  prescriptions  through  the  Worcester 

Royal  Infirmary  Dispensary. 

4.  Provision  of  a  new  Out-patient  Department. 

Items  1,  2  and  3  have  been  put  into  effect,  and  the  building 
of  the  new  Venereal  Out-patient  Department  for  Venereal 
Diseases  is,  at  the  time  of  writing,  well  forward. 

The  times  of  the  clinics  have  been  altered  to  times  more 
suitable  to  the  patients.  Four  clinics  a  week  are  held;  and 
better  irrigation  facilities  have  been  provided  for  male  patients, 
who  are  now  always  under  the  supervision  of  the  male  orderly. 

The  work  done  by  the  clinic  on  behalf  of  the  City  is  tabu¬ 
lated  below: — 
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Number  of  City  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  for 
the  first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering 


from — 

Syphilis  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  31 

Gonorrhoea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Soft  Chancre  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  .  .  40 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  120 


Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  City 

patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4007 


Aggregate  number  of  ‘ ‘in-patient’ ’  days  of  all 

City  patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  332 

Number  of  doses  of  arsenobenzene  compounds 

given  to  City  patients  .  .  .  .  .  .  326 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

ASCERTAINED  NT. — Excluding  defectives  whose  care  de¬ 
volves  upon  the  Education  Committee,  there  were  at  the  end 
of  the  year  the  following  defectives  known  to  the  Mental  De¬ 


ficiency  Act  Committee. 

In  institutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

On  licence  from  institutions  .  .  .  .  3 

Under  guardianship  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

On  licence  from  guardianship  .  .  .  .  3 

In  places  of  safety  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Under  statutory  supervision  .  .  .  .  36 

Action  not  yet  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt  with  .  .  13 

All  other  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 


181 
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Nine  new  defectives  came  under  the  care  of  the  Committee: 
6  were  committed  to  institutional  care,  4  placed  under  guardian¬ 
ship,  and  7  under  statutory  supervision.  Two  defectives  died. 

Visits  to  defectives  under  guardianship  have  been  paid  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  by  Miss  Tree,  the  Visiting 
and  Petitioning  Officer,  assisted  by  Miss  Bates. 

Eleven  defectives  regularly  attended  the  occupation  centre 
conducted  by  Miss  Webb  and  8  the  woodwork  class  in  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Johnson. 

The  Midland  Joint  Board,  of  which  Worcester  is  a  con¬ 
stituent  authority,  has  now  chosen  a  site  for  the  proposed  new 
institution  at  Kidderminster,  so  that  in  the  near  future  the 
difficult  situation  of  finding  institutional  accommodation  for 
defectives,  particularly  the  low-grade  ones,  will  be  eased. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  AST. — Dr.  Fenton,  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Powick  Mental  Hospital,  holds  fortnightly  an 
Out-patient  Treatment  Clinic  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Infirm¬ 
ary,  where  City  and  County  cases  are  seen. 

Full  use  is  not  being  made  of  this  clinic  by  general  prac¬ 
titioners  and  the  public,  and  the  attendances  have  been  disap¬ 
pointing. 

Unfortunately,  too,  during  the  year  the  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary  authorities,  without  consultation  with  the  Focal 
Authority,  established  a  separate  clinic  for  psychological 
medicine,  which  appears  to  overlap  the  Mental  Treatment 
Clinic  already  established. 

Dr.  Fenton  reports  that  during  the  year  only  7  male  and 
6  female  patients  attended  from  the  City,  making  13  attend¬ 
ances. 

In  the  light  of  such  small  attendances  the  continued  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  clinic  appears  somewhat  doubtful. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS  SUPER¬ 
ANNUATION  ACT. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  examined  23  candidates  for  office  under  the  Corporation. 

Details  are  shown  below: — 

22  passed  fit  at  once. 

1  passed  after  eyesight  corrected. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  PROPAGANDA.  —  Health  propaganda 
posters,  changed  monthly,  continue  to  be  displayed  on  public 
notice  boards  provided  by  the  Health  Committee. 

In  May  a  sessional  meeting  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
was  held  in  Worcester  and  was  well  attended  by  Midland 
Medical  Officers,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  other  persons 
interested  in  public  health  matters. 

In  addition  to  hearing  the  papers  and  discussion,  delegates 
visited  undertakings  of  public  health  interest  in  the  district. 

Considerable  publicity  was  given  to  the  business  of  the 
sessional  meeting  by  the  local  Press. 

Propaganda  regarding  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was 
continued. 

Publicity  was  given  to  preventive  steps  and  public  medical 
treatment  facilities  in  connection  with  the  influenza  outbreak 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933.— During  the  year 
the  registration  of  authorised  sellers  of  poisons  under  Part  II 
of  the  Act  and  their  supervision  was  added  to  the  duties  of 
the  Health  Department. 

During  the  year  40  licences  were  approved  by  the  Watch 
Committee. 
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No 

Causes  of  Death. 

Ages. 

All 

0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

85- 

ages.. 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

Measles 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

4 

Whooping  cough  .  . 

— 

3 

3 

5 

Diphtheria  .  . 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

6 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

7 

Encephalatis  lethargica  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

13 

11 

1 

29 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

12 

Syphilis 

General  paralysis  of  the  in- 

1 

1 

sane,  tabes  dorsalis 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

29 

55 

5 

94 

14 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

7 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

42 

2 

57 

16 

Heart  disease 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

6 

38 

93 

12 

153 

17 

Aneurysm  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

2 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

33 

3 

43 

19 

Bronchitis  .  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

22 

1 

33 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

7 

18 

3 

45 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

- 

7 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

- 

3 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

- 

24 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

- 

9 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  .  . 

- 

26 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

- 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

6 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10 

7 

- 

19 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

30 

31 

Other  puerperal  causes 
Congenital  debility,  prema¬ 
ture  birth,  malformations, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

etc. 

29 

29 

32 

Senility 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

29 

78 

33 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

- 

7 

34 

Other  violence 

1 

— 

1 

2 

9 

— 

3 

4 

8 

2 

23 

35 

36 

Other  defined  causes 

Causes  ill  defined  or  un- 

9 

w 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

6 

15 

17 

1 

46 

known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

All  causes  .  . 

44 

11 

7 

5 

12 

10 

52 

157 

362 

59 

719 

Ill 

Total  Deaths  by  Cause  and  Age  in  the  County  Borough  of  Worcester,  1936 
Estimated  Resident  Population  (Mid.  1936) :  52,730. 


35  Other  defined  dis-  M 
eases  . .  . .  F 


OVERCROWDING  SURVEY 
Council  Houses. 
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OVERCROWDING  SURVEY. 

Private  Dwelling-houses  at  a  Gross  Rateable  Value  of  £30  and  under. 
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Number  of 

Number  of  families  containing  the  number  of  persons  in  the  first  column  occupying  dwe 
with  the  permitted  number  shown  at  the  head  of  this  column. 

llings 

TOTALS 

in  Family 

1 

vk 

2 

2  'k 

3 

3'k 

4 

4’/2 

l 

5 

5’/z 

6 

6'k 

7 

7'k 

8 

3'k 

9 

9'k 

IO 

0/2 

11 

1  vk 

12 
&  (• 

ver 

1 

- 

89 

4 

237 

3 

- 

12S 

=4 

1 

1 

230 

- 

- 

^  r 

237 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

3 

- 

2 

(  a  )  OVERCROWDED  ~ 
(  b)  UNCROWDED  q£C 

(c)  total 

966 

V/z 

— 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

Lm 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

<  a  t 
(b) 

<e>  .  ?J2. . 

29 

2 

19 

231 

15 

_ 

406 

1 

3 

_ 

947 

— 

- 

L61C 

- 

-  :i 

06 

- 

- 

31 

- 

11 

(  a  ) 

(  b) 

<o3480 

3480 

Z'/z 

1 

7 

4 

59 

4 

146 

3 

6 

263 

- 

- 

1 

33S 

- 

- 

35 

- 

- 

7 

- 

2 

(  a  ) 

(  b) 

<0  8z! 

879 

3 

7 

1 

37 

1 

272 

5 

10 

- 

624 

- 

- 

4 

1126 

- 

203 

1 

- 

37 

- 

19 

(  a) 

(  b) 

8 

<o233?. 

2347 

3'k 

1 

3 

1 

16 

_ 

65 

3 

9 

- 

128 

- 

3 

1 

252 

- 

- 

27 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

(a) 

C  b) 

21 

<0  42I 

519 

4 

4 

17 

3 

8 

14 

63 

341 

3 

2 

6 

755 

1  .. 

L45 

1 

- 

30 

- 

16 

(  a  ) 

(  b) 

24 

<01385,. 

1409 

4  '/z 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

14 

_ 

75 

— 

3 

13* 

1 

4 

25 

- 

- 

& 

- 

4 

(a) 

(  b) 

11 

<0  270 

281 

5 

1 

1 

6 

3 

3 

9 

41 

1 

117 

3 

2 

8 

332 

1 

80 

- 

- 

23 

- 

14 

(  a  ) 
(b) 

<0  M. 

648 

5  ’/z 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

- 

31 

- 

3 

1 

52 

- 

- 

13 

1 

- 

4 

- 

4 

(  a  ) 

(  b) 

<0  jM 

121 

6 

_ 

- 

- 

7 

J 

1 

- 

3 

14 

1 

4 

6 

6 

14 

140 

2 

5 

42 

2 

- 

8 

1 

11 

(  a  > 

(  b) 

22 

(c)  241 

263 

6 '/a 

_ 

_ 

7 

— 

1 

- 

2 

6 

21 

- 

- 

14 

1 

- 

5 

- 

3 

(  a  ) 

(  b) 

8 

<0  _52 

60 

7 

mm 

•M 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

6 

48 

2 

3 

21 

- 

- 

8 

- 

7 

(  b  ) 

5 

<  c )  98 

103 

7  'Jz 

'I 

3 

1 

- 

3 

12 

- 

- 

9 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

(  a  ) 
(b) 

4 

(o  28 

. 32 . 

8 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

- 

6 

2 

3 

2 

9 

2 

- 

7 

2 

9 

(  a  ) 
(b) 

9 

<o  36 

* 

45 

8/2 

_ 

1 

— 

2 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

- 

3 

(a) 

C  b) 

4 

17 

9 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

- 

10 

- 

2 

(  a  ) 

(  b) 

6 

<0  18 

. 24 

9’/2 

_ 

__ 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(  a  ) 

(  b) 

2 

(c> 

2 

IO 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

-• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

C  a  ) 

(  b) 

1 

(c>  -3 

4 

10 ’/a 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

(  b) 

(c) 

*“ 

11 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

■  (  a  ) 

<bi 

3 

<c)  2 

5 

1  r/2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

(  b  ) 

(c)  JL 

1 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■7  u 

19? 

.  R06 

■Wl< 

1.19 

.  10 

.  1. 

TSU 

4 

2 

7l2t 

<  a  ) 

(  b> 

(a) 

<c)  _ 2 

170 

2 

Total  91*  46.480.l63*14 
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